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INTRODUCTION. 

\ 


HERE  is  no  difeale  to  which  human 


_i_  nature  is  fubject,  confefiedly,  more 
beyond  the  reach  of  internal  medicines,  or 
more  juftly  intitled  to  be  termed  opprobrium 
me  dicorum,  than  that  dreadful  complaint,  a 
Cancer.  Every  thing  hitherto  attempted, 
by  the  moft  eminent  Phyficians  of  all  coun¬ 
tries,  has  been  found  ineffe&ual ;  fo  that  the 
liberal,  candid,  and  beft  informed  part  of  the 
profeffion,  readily  acknowledge,  they  know 
nothing  within  the  extenfive  bounds  of  me- ' 
dicine,  any  way  to  be  relied  on  to  effect  a 
cure.  Of  this  candid  confeffion,  illiterate 
Quacks  and  bold  Empirics  have  ever  been 
ready  to  take  advantage ;  whofe  ipeciousi " 
promifes  have  induced  many  unwary  fuf- 
ferers  lo  have  recourfe  to  them,  whom  thev 
infennbly  entice  with  the  hopes  of  a  radical 
cure,  telling  them  it  requires  time,  during 


.  I 
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which. 
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which  time  they  only  protradt  the  difeafe, 
often  torturing  the  patient  with  cauftics  or 
efcharotics,  till  matters  become  fo  defperate, 
that  little  or  no  hope  can  be  entertained  even 
from  the  operation,  which,  had  it  been  per¬ 
formed  in  time,  might  have  proved  effectual. 
Their  patients  then,  too  late,  are  convinced 
of  their  error,  when  refignation  to  their  ap¬ 
proaching  fate,  is  the  principal  alleviation 
their  fufferings  admit  of. 

'  f  w  \  t 

The  idea  that  cancer  does  not  admit  of 
a  radical  cure,  has  undoubtedly  been  car¬ 
ried  to  too  great  extent,  and  has  proved 
fatal  to  many  labouring  under  that  com¬ 
plaint.  Writers  of  eminence  are  too  often 
implicitly  believed  in  every  thing  they  ad¬ 
vance,  to  the  detriment  of  fcience  as  well  as 
of  mankind.  It  is  with  all  due  deference, 
to  this  eftablifhed  eminence,  and  at  the  fame 
time  with  fome  reluftance,  that  I  humbly 
prefume  toq  u  eftion  or  doubt  the  authority  of 
men  of  fuch  high  repute  in  the  literary  world, 
as  the  late  Dr.  Monro,  Le  Dran,  Sharpe, 
and  other  authors  of  note,  who  have  fpoken 
of  this  difeafe,  in  fuch  difcouraging  terms, 
as  tend  only  to  increafe  the  miferies  of  the 

unhappy 
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unhappy  fufferers,  by  depriving  them  of 
their  laft  refource,  hope,  as  well  as  of  every 
chance  of  preferving  or  even  prolonging  life. 

-For  by  reprefen  ting  it  an  incurable  difeafe, 
(I  mean  by  any  internal  medicines  hitherto 
tried)  and  very  fubjedt  to  return  after  the 
operation,  numbers  afflicted  with  it  have  too 
foon  given  way  to  defpair,  and  thereby  loft 
every  chance  of  a  cure,  by  a  timely  excifioiv 
of  the  difeafed  *part. 

So  far  therefore  as  humanity,  realbn,  and 
truth  fupport  me,  I  hope  I  fhall  ftand  ex- 
cufed  in  differing,  both  in  opinion  and  prac¬ 
tice,  from  the  very  refpeclable  authorities 
above  mentioned,  without  entering  too  far 
into  a  medical  diffeftation  on  the  nature  of 
cancer,  which  might  be  thought  a  deviation 
from  the  line  of  a  practical  Surgeon. 

r  f'  ,  f 

All  that  has  been  advanced  on  this  fub- 
jedt,  with  fuch  abundant  ingenuity,  requir¬ 
ing  any  anfwer  or  refutation,  may  I  believe, 
be  briefly  comprifed  in  two  proportions  of 
affertions  \  Firft,  66  That  a  real  cancer  does 

*  •  r 

“  not  admit  of  a  radical  cure,  or  more  pro- 
**  perly  fpeaking,  we  are  unacquainted  with 
H  any  internal  medicine,  or  topical  applica- 

As  “  tion 
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“  tion  to  be  relied  on  in  the  cure  of  a  c&n-n 
“  cer.”  Secondly,  “  That  the  difeafe  is- 
“  very  apt  to  return  after  exci{ion.”  Thefe 
two  affertions  are  intimately  related  or  con- 
nedted  to  each  other. 

In  anfwer  I  would  obferve,  that  having 
granted  the  firft,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
operation  fhould  be  rejected  as  ufelefs  and 
uncertain. 

To  the  fecond  I  anfwer,  that  the  greater 
number  of  patients  have  no  return  of  the 
difeafe  after  the  part  affedled  has  been 
carefully  differed  away.  This  is  clearly 
proved  by  the  cafes  publifhed  by  Mr. 
Hill,  of  Dumfries,  in  1782,  and  I  am 
fully  perfuaded,  if  the  operation  were  time¬ 
ly  performed,  in  the  manner  I  intend  to 
explain  and  recommend,  a  ftill  fmaller  num¬ 
ber  would  be  troubled  with  a  return  of  the 
difeafe.  Even  as  the  operation  has  hitherto 
been  performed,  it  is  often  the  only  alterna¬ 
tive  left,  which  the  melancholy  patient  looks 
on,  as  a  means  only  to  prolong  existence  a 
while,  but  not  fufficient  to  eradicate  the  dif-> 
eafe :  yet  under  all  thefe  diladvantageous 
Ofcumftances,  it  generally  proves  fuccetsful,- 

1  and 


and  anfwers  the  purpofes  of  a  radical  cure. 
For  notwithftanding  the  difpofition  to  can¬ 
cer,  the  perfon  who  fubmits  to  the  operation 
in  time,  may  live  afterwards  to  old  age,  or 
die  of  a  different  difeafe,  without  the  lead: 
return  of  cancer,  unlefs  fome  exciting  caufe 
occur  to  produce  it. 

*  * 

Whatever,  therefore,  tends  to  mitigate 
the  pangs  of  our  fellow  creatures,  unremit¬ 
tingly  tortured  with  this  dreadful  difeafe, 
cannot  be  thought  unworthy  public  atten¬ 
tion  :  and  if,  not  only  to  mitigate  their  buf¬ 
ferings,  but  to  remove  them  entirely,  can  by 
experience  be  proved  practicable,  by  an  ope¬ 
ration  much  lefs  terrible  to  the  patient  than 
that  hitherto  praCtifed,  and  which  generally 
anfwers  the  purpofes  of  a  radical  cure;  it 
would  be  wrong  in  me  to  remain  blent  on 
a  lubjeCt  fo  very  important,  in  which  great 
numbers  of  the  human  race  are  fo  deeply 
interefted.  For  highly  enlightened  as  the 
prefen t  age  is,  yet  the  moft  eminent  practi¬ 
tioners  readily  admit,  that  there  is  dill  am¬ 
ple  room  for  further  improvement,  in  chi- 
rurgical  operations.  Though  the  modern 
improvements  are  very  numerous  and  fur- 

A  3  p riling  ly 
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pnfingly  great,  we  ought  by  no  means  vainly 
to  fuppofe,  that  all  or  even  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  the  principal  operations,  are  brought 
to  the  fummit  of  perfe&iom  One  of  the  mod 
eminent  Surgeons  of  this  country,  I  may 
venture  to  fay  of  the  prefent  age,  both  as 
an  author  and  operator,  acknowledges  this. 
It  fcarcely  needs  mention,  that  I  mean  Mr. 
Pott,  who  in  the  Preface  to  his  Treatife  on 
Ruptures  fays,  tc  I  would  by  no  means  be 
“  fuppofed  to  think,  that  there  is  not  large 
cc  room  left  for  the  indudry  both  of  us  and 
44  our  fucceffors,  fome  of  the  operative  parts 
t,c  of  the  art  are  ftill  capable  of  improvement, 
46  and  the  treatment  of  fome  difeafes  might 
Ci  certainly  be  altered  for  the  better.” 

There  are  few  difeafes,  I  believe,  that 
require  an  alteration  and  improvement,  in 
the  general  method  of  treatment,  more  than 
fcirrhus  and  cancer  of  the  bread;  and  teftis. 

In  thefe  complaints,  though  the  operation 
be  the  only  alternative  to  which  the  patients 
mud  have  recourfe  in  order  to  preferve  life, 
yet  it  requires  a  greater  degree  of  refolution 
than  mod  of  them  can  readily  fummon  up. 


Titi  fubmit  to  it.  The  certainty  of  very  fe- 
vere  and  accute  pain  during  the  operation,  as 
well  as  of  that  which  muft  naturally  follow 

-  .  y 

it,  the  fear  of  a  great  effufion  of  blood,  the 
uncertainty  of  fuccefs,  the  long  confinement, 
and,  in  many  cafes,  mutilation  and  de¬ 
formity,  are  difficulties  of  confiderable  mag¬ 
nitude,  and  not  eafily  furmounted.  What¬ 
ever  tends  to  leflen  all  thefe  difficulties,  will, 

I  doubt  not,  be  deemed  of  the  higheft  mo¬ 
ment.  What  I  have  to  offer,  if  received  with 
candor,  will,  I  hope,  be  found  not  unworthy 
attention,  being  the  refult  of  obfervation  and 
experience. 

The  method  of  operating,  which  it  is  the 
principal  defign  of  this  treatife  to  recommend, 
on  account  of  the  great  and  uncommon  ad¬ 
vantages  it  poffefles,  and  the  wonderful  ef- 
fedts,  I  may  in  ftridt  truth  fay  I  have  feen 
refult  from  it,  confifts  in  differing  away  all 
the  difeafed  part  of  the  bread:  or  teftis, 
through  one  fimple  longitudinal  incifion, 
large  enough  to  admit  of  the  perfedt  removal 
of  all  the  difeafed  part  or  parts,  and  then 
bringing  the  edges  of  the  wound  into  contadt, 
and  retaining  them  in  that  fituation  by  flips 
4  A  4  of 
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of  flicking  plaifter,  ligature,  or  both  if  n©- 
ceflary,  till  they  unite  by  what  is  called  the 
Firft  Intention,  which  they  generally  do  in 
a  few  days,  without  ever  forming  fuppura* 
tion.  The  whole  of  this  operation  I  Ihall 
more  fully  and  diftindtly  defcribe  and  explain 
in  its  proper  place. 

Here  I  beg  permiffion  to  mention  the 
reafons  that  have  got  the  better  of  that 
diffidence,  which  otherwife  might  have 
reftrained  me  from  ever  venturing  into 
the  world  as  an  author,  for  which  under¬ 
taking  I  feel  and  confels  myfelf  not  polleffed 
of  adequate  abilities. 

It  is  more  than  a  year  fince  I  gave  a  very 
concife  Iketch  of  the  fuccefs  of  this  method 
of  operating,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Simmons,  the 
Editor  of  a  very  uleful  periodical  publica¬ 
tion,  called  The  Medical  Journal,  who  ac¬ 
cordingly  mentioned  it  in  the  firft  fubiequent 
publication  of  that  fort.  The  method  of 
operating  becoming  fomewhat  public  through 
that  channel,  I  have  fince  had  the  pleafing 
fatisfadtion  of  finding  it  pretty  much 
adopted  in  the  hofpitals,  as  well  as  in  private 


(  «  ) 

pra&ice,  efpecially  in  the  removal  of  the 
fcirrhous  or  cancerous  tefticle  ;  but  not  fo 
much  in  that  of  the  breaft,  and  in  neither  to 
that  extent,  which  I  am  confident  it  really 
deferves.  I  fliould  therefore  think  myfejf 
.exceedingly  blamable  to  fuffer  diffidence, 
or  an  improper  delicacy,  to  prevent  me  from 
making  as  public  as  poffible,  a  method  of 
operating,  and  fubfequent  treatment,  which 
nn  experience  I  have  found  attended  with 
advantages,  far  exceeding  the  moft  favorable 
expectations  I  could  (a  priori)  entertain.  I 
only  wifh  this  method  may  be  received  with 
candor,  and  adopted  in  proportion  to  its  fu- 
perior  advantages  and  general  utility  ;  and  I 
hope  it  will  foon  become  univerfal,  and  the 
principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  extended 
to  many  other  operations  in  furgery,  befides 
thofe  two  on  the  breaft  and  teftis.  Should 
it  tend,  even  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  to  raife 
the  reputation  of,  or  be  thought  in  any  mea- 
fure  an  acquifition  to  a  profeffional  art,  truly 
great  and  noble  in  refpeCt  to  its  objefts,  viz, 
the  relief  of  our  fellow  creatures,  labouring  un¬ 
der  the  pains  and  miferies  attending  difeafe,  # 
the  prefer vation  of  life  and  health,  it  will  af* 
fordmeinexprefliblehappinefs.  Letrne,how- 
'  1  . ,  ever, 
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'•ever;  hot  be  mifuncferftood,  for  I  coiifefs  my 
‘inability  to  beftow,  what  can  very  fenfibly  in- 

r  •  r  .  t 

rcreafe  the  general  fund  ;  yet  I  hope  the  contri- 

*  r  f 

butidnof  a  mite  will  not  be  rejected,  when  it 
proceeds  from  a  principle,  which  it  is  the  duty 
df  every  pradtitioner  to  have  in  view,  happily 
%)tprefled  by  a  great  Poet  in  two  words ; 


10  : 

7 


Miferis  fuccurrere. 


1  Ik  addition  to  the  motive  already  given,  I 
muft  candidly  acknowledge,  that  ambition 
has  had  conflderable  influence  in  inducing 
me  to  offer  this  little  treatife  to  the  public. 
It  is  not,  however,  the  ambition  of  becoming 


ian  author,  but  that  of  maintaining  my  juft 
claim,  as  being  the  firft  who  either  intro¬ 
duced  or  publilhed  this  method  of  operating 
and  fubfequent  treatment  in  fcirrhus  or  can¬ 
cer  of  the  breaft  or  teftis,  to  which  I  was 
led  by  a  cirumftance  which  may  not  be  un¬ 
worthy  the  reader’s  attention. 


.  .  In  the  year  1 778,  Dr.  John  Sims,  a  very 
fkilful  Phylician,  advifed  a  patient  under  his 
«care,  to  have  the  operation  for  the  trichiafisi 
or  inverfion  of  the  under  eye-lafh,  performed’, 
•who  contented,  and  applied  to  me  for  that 

purpofe. 
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purpofe*  The  flaccidity  and  redundance 
of  the  ikin  of  the  under  eye- lid  were  fo  great, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  cut  away  a  very  large 
portion,  in  order  fufficiently  to  retraCt  the 
under  cilia,  and  effectually  turn  the  hairs 
outward,  fo  that  they  might  not  in  future 
irritate  the  eye.  Having  removed  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity,  near  an  inch  in  the  middle 
or  broadeft  part,  I  was  extremely  careful 
to  bring  the  oppofite  edges  evenly  and  per¬ 
fectly  into  contaCt,  and  to  retain  them  in  that 
fituation  by  flips  of  adheflve  plaifter,  and  a 
proper  bandage.  As  I  had  taken  very  great 
pains  in  applying  the  dreffings,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  continued  perfectly  ealy,  I  did  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  remove  them  for  three  days.  On 
the  removal,  I  was  exceedingly  pleafed  to 
find,  that  a  perfeCt  union  of  the  edges  from 
one  end  to  the  other  had  taken  place,  agreed 
able  to  my  intention  and  willies.  .  There  was 
a  fmall  ferous  difeharge,  but  nothing  like 
pus,  or  digefted  matter ;  and  the  fecondary 
union  was  compleated  in  a  few  days, 

,  ‘  .  V, 

■  b 

■*  f  ^  'I 

,  The  foregoing  cafe  made  a  ftrong  inw 
preffion  on  my  mind,  from  it  I  inferred^ 
that  tfle  principle  might  be  applied  in  other 
v  operations 
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operations  to  very  great  advantage,  and  re-* 
folved  to  practice  it  the  very  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Soon  after  I  had  occasion  to  remove 
a  difeafed  tefticle,  very  much  enlarged.  I 
was  anxious  to  make  the  experiment,  and 
accordingly,  inftead  of  following  the  ufual 
method  of  filling  the  void  J pace ,  or  cavity 
from  whence  the  tefticle  was  taken,  with 
dry  lint,  I  brought  the  edges  of  the  incifed 
wouiid  perfectly  into  contact,  and  retained 
them  in  that  fituation.  The  event  greatly 
exceeded  my  mod  favourable  expectations  ; 
for  though  in  this  cafe  there  was  a  confider- 
able  cavity,  and  confequently  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  loofe  integuments,  yet  by  carefully 
bringing  all  the  parts  into  contaCt,  laying 
afide  the  interpofition  of  dry  lint,  or  any  ex¬ 
traneous  body,  a  perfeCt  union  throughout 
the  whole  took  place ;  as  in  the  foremen- 
tioned  cafe.  .  The  fuccefs  attending  both 
thefe  cafes,  made  me  refolve  to  carry  the 
principle  ftill  farther,  by  applying  it  in  the 
amputation  of  the  bread:.  I  embraced  the 
firft  opportunity  that  offered,  and  the  event 
proved  equally  fuccefsful.  The  patient  was 
only  two  days  confined  to  her  room,  and  the 
wound  pcrfeCUy  healed  in  ten  days.  My 
^  very 
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very  worthy  and  ingenious  friend,  Mr.  Ba- 
bington,  of  Guy’s  Hoipital,  did  me  the  favor, 
to  affift  at  feveral  operations  performed  in. 
this  way,  the  uncommon  fuccefs  attending; 
which  being  fpoken  of,  I  was  requefted  by 
Mr-  Skeete,  Secretary  to  the  Phyfical  Society, 
to  give  an  account  of  it  to  the  Society,  which., 

I  accordingly  did,  in  a  very  Ihort  paper,  fe¬ 
veral  months  before  it  appeared  in  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Journal.  The  method  of  operating  being 
now  pretty  generally  known,  by  the  paper 
read  to  that  Society,  by  the  Medical  Journal, 
and  by  the  relation  of  the  patients  themfelves, 
a  Surgeon  in  town,  whofe  name  delicacy 
forbids  me  to  mention,  had  the  modefty  to 
aflert,  'that  it  was  neither  new  nor  an 
improvement,  and  that  he  himfelf  had 
operated  in  the  fame  manner,  before  I 
had  ever  mentioned  it.  On  doubting  his 
veracity,  which  I  could  not  help,  he  had 
the  hardinefs  to  offer  to  prove  his  af- 
fertion,  by  ay  reference  to  the  patient  on: 
whom  he  had  performed  the  opeiation.  X: 
accepted  the  propofal,  and  on  a  day  ap¬ 
pointed,  Dr.  Hamilton,  my  colleague,  ac-, 
companied  us.  The  cafe  turned  out  as  X 
expected,  no  way  applicable  to  the  matierdm, 

difpute. 


difpute,  as  it  was  that  of  a  patient,  out  of 
whofe  breaft  a  tumor  had  been  removed ; 
fix  months  after  the  method  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  had  been  publiflied  in  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Journal ;  which  method  had  been  com¬ 
municated  to  himfelf  long  before,  (in  con- 
verfation)  as  I  had  been  operating  in  this 
way  for  fix  years,  as  will  appear  from  the 
fubfequent  cafes, 

I  certainly  fhould  not  have  been  guilty  of 
the  indelicacy  of  doubting  the  veracity  of  a 
gentleman  of  the  profeflion,  had  I  not  been 
fully  perfuaded,  that  this  method  of  operating 
had  riot  been  mentionedby  Mr.  Pott,  Mr.  John 
Hunter,  or  Mr.  Cline,  even  in  their  lectures, 
nor  praclifed  at  any  of  the  hofpitals  in  town, 
nor  at  any  other  public  or  charitable  inftitu- 
tion,  previous  to  the  publication  of  it  in  the- 
Medical  Journal,  of  which  I  took  care  to 
fatisfy  myfelf  before  I  offered  any  thirig  to 
the  public  on  the  fubjeft.  The  method, 
however,  not  being  clearly  apprehended, 
either  from  its  not  being  defcribed  with 
necefTary  perfpicuity  and  precifion,  or 
from  an  idea  of  it  being  taken  up  from 
converfation  only,  or  from  fome  other 
-  -  v  caufe 
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caufe,  a  furgeon  of  acknowledged  abilities, 
who  firft  performed  it  at  one  of  the  hofpitals, 
mifunderftood  the  matter  fa  far,  that  he 
(lightly  filled  the  fpace,  from  whence  the  tef- 
tide  was  removed,  with  dry  lint,  and  after¬ 
wards  brought  the  edges  of  the  wound  into 
ContaCt  over  the  lint,  and  retained  them  by- 
ligature.  This  indeed  rendered  it  what  the 
other  aflerted,  no  improvement,  becaufe 
inflammation  and  digeftion  took  place,  and 
greatly  protracted  the  cure. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

O  N 

Cancers. 
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H  E  ancients  gave  the  rianie  fcirrhus, 
^  to  any  tumor  that  would  not  admit  of 
diffolution;  the  moderns,  with  greater  ac¬ 
curacy,  term  thofe  only  fcirrhous  tumors, 
that  will  not  admit  of  fuppuration,  and  bear 
an  affinity  to  cancer ;  and,  therefore,  have 
divided  cancers  into  two  kinds,  viz.  occult 
and  open ;  thereby  fully  to  comprehend  all 
Various  forts,  unneceflarily  fubdiyided  by 
fome  writers,  and  mentioned  by  different 
technical  appellations.  Though  I  approve 
of  this  diftindtion  into  occult  and  open,  as 
fufficiently  comprehenfive,  yet  I  would  not 

B  be 


be  thought  to  aflert,  that  this  difeafe  does 
not,  at  different  periods,  affume  very  different 
appearances.  There'  are  few  difeafes  more 
fubje6t  to  variety,  both  in  refpecf  to  appear¬ 
ance,  and  the  changes  it  undergoes  from 
time  to  time.  „  .  ,  .  „  ,  r 

It  generally  commences  by  a  Ample  en¬ 
largement,  or  induration  of  fome  glandular 
part,  at  firll  moveable  and  free  from  pain, 
without  any  inequality,  apparent  inflamma¬ 
tion,  or  change  of  colour  in  the  integuments. 
In  fome  the  difeafe  continues  in  this  mild 
ftate  for  years,  without  pain,  inconvenience, 
or  any  vifible  alteration.  In  others,  its  pro- 
grefs  is  very  rapid;  foon  after. its  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  it  increafes  in  fize,  becomes  un¬ 
equal  and  knotty,  attended  with  a  dull  heavy 
pain,  efpecially  on  being  handled  ;  the  pain 
increafes  with  the  difeafe,  and  becomes  lan¬ 
cinating  and  darting ;  the  veins  about  the 
part  become  varicous  ;  the  (kin  becomes 
wrinkled  or  puckered  up  in  fome  parts  of 
the  tumor ;  in  others,  inflamed  and  lmooth  ; 
the  latter  appearances  foon  terminating  in 
what  is  called  the  open  or  ulcerated  cancer, 
attended  with  the  following  fymptoms  : 

The 

rf*  * 
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Tii£  ulcer  is  foul,  {linking,  fpreadtng, 
Xvith  hard  uneven  edges,  from  whence  fun¬ 
gus  fprouts  out,  of  a  rafpberry  or  cauliflower 
appearance,  fubjedl  to  frequent  hemorrhage® 
The  diicharge,  tor  the  moft  part,  is  a  thin, 
gleety,  acrid,  foetid,  dark  coloured  ichor,  and 
the  patient  complains  of  an  inceffant,  in¬ 
tolerably  excruciating,  burning  pain,  all  over 
the  parts  affected* 

i 

These  are  the  general  and  mofl  charac* 
teriftic  fymptoms  of  cancer,  to  which  feveral 
others  might  be  added,  but  I  ftar  without 
advantage,  as  they  would  render  the  defcrip- 
tion  lefs  diftindt. 

In  the  preceding  defc.ription,  I  have  con- 
fidered  cancer  as  affedling  a  glandular  part 
only  ;  but  it  is  necefiary  to  obferve,  that 
every  part  or  the  body  is  fubjecc  to  cancel, 
which  (except  in  glandular  parts)  may  at 
firfl:  appear  fomewhat  like  a  fuperficial  ulcer, 
without  any  previous  fcirrhous  tumor.  Such 
cancers,  however,  are  generally  preceded  by 
fome  crufty,  fcabby,  horny,  or  wart-like  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  part. 

B  z  Ths 
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The  obfervations  already  given,  with 
others  I  (ball  add,  require  minute  and  parti- 
ticular  attention,  as  they  ferve,  not  only  as 
the  bell  means  of  charadlerifing  the  difeafe, 
but  likewife  afford  fome  foundation  for 
forming  judgment  of  what  is  proper 
to  be  done,  and  what  degree  of  fuccefs 
may  likewife  attend  the  mode  of  treatment 
to  be  adopted,  it  being  my  intention,  on  this 
head,  to  enable  young  praftitioners  to  diftin- 
guifh  cancers  from  other  complaints,  and 
vice  verla. 

C  ’  *  t  ~  •’»»  A 

But  as  -cancers  of  the  bread  and  tedis  arc 
by  much  the  mod  frequent  and  important, 
and  as  the  operations  I  (hall  deicribe  are  more 
applicable  to  thefe  parts,  what  I  have  here 
to  offer,  (hall  be  chiefly  directed  to  didin- 
guilh  other  difeafes  to  which  thefe  parts  are 
fubjedl,  from  cancer,  premifing  only  a  gene^ 
ral  obfervation  or  two. 

Cancers  in  any  other  part  of  the  body, 

are  eafily  didinguilhed  from  the  various 
■* 

kinds  of  encyded  tumors  ^  from  that  fpecies 
called  wen;  and  even  from  fcrophulous 
glands.  Cold,  indolent,  tumified,  fcrophulous 
glands,  are  not  liable  to  be  midaken  for  can- 
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cers ;  and  in  the  inflamed  fcroph ulcus  gland, 
as  well  as  in  phlegmonic  tumors,  the  fymp- 
toms  or  appearances  are  ftill  more  different : 
the  Ikin  is  not  uneven  as  in  cancer,  nor  the 
veins  varicous.  When  the  inflammation  runs 
high  in  thefe  complaints,  the  fymptomatic 
fever  keeps  pace  with  it,  the  pulfe  is  full 
and  hard,  as  in  other  inflammatory  com¬ 
plaints,  and,  at  length,  matter  is  formed  in 
the  part,  perceptible  to  the  touch, '  but  not 
attended  with  that  degree  of  pain  which  ac¬ 
companies  cancer.  In  the  latter,  when  ex- 
ceffive  pain  quickens  the  pulfe,  it  is  at  the 
fame  time  low,  as  in  heCtic  fever.  But  as  I 
have  juft  mentioned,  that  my  obfervations 
here  are  principally  directed  to  cancers  of 
the  breaft  and  teftis,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
give  the  beft  information  I  can,  concerning 
the  difference  between  cancerous  affections 
of  thefe  parts,  and  other  difeafes  to  which 
they  are  fubjedt. 


Firjl ,  of  the  Breafk. 

Besides  the  occult  and  open  cancer,  there 
are  three  other  complaints  to  which  it  is 
fubjedh 

b3 
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First.  A  fcrophulous  induration  and  en* 

* 

Jargement. 

Second.  The  milk  bread:,  or  milk  abfcefs* 

-  ■  ,/  % 

Third.  An  induration,  or  fcirrhus  front 
external  injury, 

The  firft,  or  fcrophulous  induration  and 
enlargement,  is  eafily  diftinguiffied  from  a 
cancerous  affe£lion  of  the  part,  by  its  not 
being  attended  with  pain  or  uneafinefs,  even 
when  greatly  enlarged.  If  it  tends  to  fup- 
purate,  it  has  not  that  craggy  feel  and  un- 
evennefs  of  Ikin,  peculiar  to  cancer  ready  to 
burfl: ;  and  when  it  fuppurates,  difcharges 
good  pus,  which  cancer  never  does.  Such 
tumors  often  yield  to  cicuta  internally,  raid 
faturnine  applications. 

The  fecond,  or  milk  bread:,  induration  or 
abfcefs,  in  its  progrefs  and  termination, 
either  by  difperfion  or  fuppu ration,  is  fo  very 
like  that  of  any  other  phlegmonic  tumor, 
that  there  can  be  very  little  difficulty  in 
ijiftinguifhiiig  it  from  cancer, 
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I  have  neither  feen  nor  known  an  instance 
of  a  milk  breaft  turning  to  a  cancer,  and  can¬ 
not  help  thinking  all  apprehenfions  of  that 
nature  very  groundlefs.  It  is  not  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  aflert,  that  a  breaft  that  has  been, 
or  is  affefted  with  a  milk  abfcefs,  can  never 
become  cancerous  ;  I  only  intend  to  give  it 
as  my  humble  opinion,  that  a  milk  abfcefs 
never  is  the  immediate  caufe  of,  nor  de¬ 
generates  into  cancer. 

TheT  third  or  laft  complaint  affe&ing  this 
part,  viz.  an  induration  or  fcirrhus,  from  ex¬ 
ternal  injury,  requires  the  moft  careful  at¬ 
tention.  We  are  not  poflefled  of  any  means 

of  knowing,  nor  can  we  affert,  that  an  in- 

% 

duration  fo  occafioned  will  not  terminate  in 
cancer,  if  it  does  not  yield  to  the  proper 
treatment,  in  order  to  difperle  it.  Of  fuch 
induration  or  fcirrhus,  it  can  only  be  faid,  it 
is  rather  a  favorable  circumftance,  that  it  was 
occafioned  by  external  injury,  and  a  fort  of 
prefumption,  that  it  will  not  terminate  in. 
cancer  :  and  when  fuch  induration  or  fcir¬ 
rhus  immediately  fucceeds  the  external  in- 

J 

jury,  it  is  a  more  favorable  circumftance  than 
when  it  attacks  the  part  fome  confiderable 
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time  after.  But  in  either  cafe,  *  it  may  re* 
main  quiet  and  inoffenfive  for  ieveral  years $ 
or  it  may  quickly  become  dangerous  and 
alarming,  attended  with  all  the  charafleriftie 
fymptoms  of  cancer  already  mentioned  ;  in 
fuch  cafe,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its 
being  a  real  cancer,  and  that  the  external  in¬ 
jury  was  the  exciting  caufe,  without  the 
occurrence  of  which,  the  perfon  might 
poffibly  have  palled  through  life  without  any 
appearance  of  the  difeale :  it  is,  therefore, 
very  neceffary  to  be  guarded  in  our  prognofis 
concerning  an  induration  or  feirrhus  thus 
occafioned.  W  hat  has  been  faid  concerning 
external  injury  producing  cancer  in  the 
bread:,  is  equally  applicable  to  the  teflis,  of 
which  there  are  three  difeafes  that  require  to 
be  briefly  mentioned  and  aiftinguifhed  from 
cancer. 

First  the  hernia  humoralis. 

Second  the  hydrocele. 

•  ,  .  /  .  f  '*  l  *  a  Jt  m  y  M  ■  t  ,  » 

Third  the  venereal  farcocele,  or  enlarge*? 
ment  and  induration  of  the  tefticle  and 
epididymis,  -* 

The 
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The  firft,  or  hernia  humoralis,  is  aN 
tended  with  inflammation,  pain,  heat,  and 
moft  commonly  fever ;  the  whole  body  of  the 
tefticle,  as  well  as  the  epididymis,  becoming 
enlarged.  By  evacuation,  reft,  proper  topical 
applications,  and  obferving  the  antiphlogiftic 
plan,  the  fymptoms  foon  fubfide,  and  the 
tefticle  gradually  recovers  its  ufual  fize  and 
fmooth  feel. 

The  fecond,  or  hydrocele,  is  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  water  in  the  tunica  vaginalis  ;  the 
fludluation  of  which,  when  any  way  •  con- 
fiderable  in  quantity,  may  be  felt  very  dif- 
tmctly,  or  it  may  be  leen  by  holding  the 
tefticle  between  the  eye  and  a  ftrong  light  : 
this  collection  of  water  produces  no.  morbid 
.change  in  the  ftrudlure,  either  of  the 
teftis  or  epididymis,  and  is  not  attended  with 
pain. 

The  third,  or  venereal  farcocele,  is  al¬ 
ways  attended  with  other  venereal  fympr 
toms  or  appearances  in  fome  part  or  other  of 
the  body,  lufficient  to  charadterife  and  diftin- 
guifh  it  from  a  true  fcirrhus.  But  whoever 
wifhes  to  be  more  fully  informed  concern¬ 
ing  difeafes  of  the  tefticle,  may  be  highly 

gratified 
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gratified  and  inftrufted  by  the  pernfal  of  Mr. 
Pott’s  excellent  Treatife  on  the  Hydrocele* 
efpecially  the  twelfth  fedtion,  to  which 
I  refer  him. 

of  the  Caitfes  of  Cancer. 

% 

This  is  a  fubjedl  confefiedly  not  under- 
flood,  yet  much  has  been  faid  upon  it,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  mere  {peculation  or 
theory,  from  whence  no  ufeful  practical 
knowledge  ever  has  been  derived.  It  is  of 
fbme  importance,  however,  to  obferve,  that 
cancer  feems  generally  to  arile  from  fome 
peculiarity  of  conftitution,  not  well  under- 
ftood,  which  is  frequently  hereditary,  and 
which  predifpofes  to  the  difeafe,  but  feldom 
produces  it  without  the  adventitious  occur¬ 
rence  of  fome  exciting  caufe. 

Of  the  Parts  of  the  Body  and  the  Periods 
of  Life  mofi  fubjeB  to  Cancer . 

Observation  and  experience  fufficiently 
inform  us,  that  fome  parts  of  the  body  are 
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more  fubjeft  to  this  difeafe  than  others.  The 
parts  that  diftinguifh  the  fexes,  and  all  other 
glandular  parts,  both  external  and  internal 
in  both  fexes,  are  more  fubject  to  it  than  any 
other  part. 

Wo  mem  are  more  fubjedt  to  it  than  men; 
whether  on  account  of  their  conftitutions  be¬ 
ing  weaker,  or  becaufe  the  parts  diftinguiflv- 
ing  them  from  our  fex,  viz.  the  breafts,  &c, 
are  more  extenlive,  or  on  account  of  the 

f 

changes  that  their  conftitution  undergoes,  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  give  an  opinion.  The 
nofe,  eye- brows,  chin,  and  other  parts  of 
the  face,  as  well  as  the, lips,  are  more  fub- 
je£t  to  it  than  other  parts  of  the  body.  The 
vifeera  in  general  are  fubjeft  to  it,  even  the 
ftomach,  and  inteftines,  of  which  I  have  in- 
fiances  in  my  poffeffioti;  particularly  that  of 
the  ftomach,  of  which  Dr.  Sims  gives  an 
account,  in  the  fir  ft  vol.  of  the  Medical 
Communications.  In  that  collection  I  have 
given  a  cafe  of  an  ofiified  kidney,  which  fug- 
gefts  a  queftion  ;  May  we  attempt  the  re¬ 
moval  of  a  difeafed  kidney,  affeCted  with 
feirrhus,  or  any  other  difeafe  that  muff  in 
time  prove  mprtal  ? 


From 
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From  thirty  to  forty  years  of  age,  mid 
upwards,  is  called  the  cancerous  periods 
But  there  are  inftances  of  the  complaint  oc¬ 
curring  at  a  much  earlier  period.  I  never 
faw  a  more  perfect  cancer,  than  in  the  lip  of 
a  young  Lady  of  fixteen ;  of  which  two  Sur¬ 
geons  of  the  firft  eminence,  were  fully  con¬ 
vinced.  I  faw  another  cafe  of  a  young  Lady 
not  twenty,  who  died  heCtic,  from  afcirrhus 
of  the  cervex  uteri,  (difcovered  on  opening  the 
body)  which,  before  her  death,  had  been  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  fymptoms  of  a  ftone  in 
the  bladder  ;  on  the  fuppofition  of  which, 
fhe  had  been  twice  examined  with  the  found. 

Whether  is  cancer  a  difeafe  of  the  fyf- 
tem,  or  a  topical  complaint  only  ? 

This  is  a  queflion  ot  the  greateft  impor¬ 
tance;  the  principal,  perhaps  the  only  quef- 
tion,  neceflary  to  be  moft  attentively  and 
minutely  confidered  and  difcuffed,  and,  if 
poffible,  decided ;  in  order  to  place  the 
practice  on  a  more  clear  and  certain  foun¬ 
dation.  But  this  grand  defideratum  is  not 
■likely  loon  to  be  obtained.  There  are  au¬ 
thors  of  eminence  on  both  fides,  and  their 
opinions  flat  contradictions  to  each  other ; 

fa 
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fo  that  from  what  has  been  faid  on  this  im* 
portant'  queftion,  we  are  almojl  as  much  irt 
the, dark  concerning  it,  as  we  are  concern* 
ing  the  nature  and  caufe  of  cancer.  , 

%  •  •  •  r  i  *  i  N  x  f  .  e 
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The  medical  part  of  the  profeffion  havef 
been  too  much  difpofed  to  confider  it  a  d\£4 
eafe  of  the  fyftem  ;  while  chirugical  authors 
have  been  equally  inclined  to  confider  it  as  a 
local  complaint  only.  The  late  Dr. -Monro 
was  of  the  former  opinion  ;  and  has  given  a 
dreadful  and  difcouraging  account,  of  near 
lixty  cancers,  at  the  extirpation  of  which 
he  was  prefent ;  and  thence  argues  againft 
the  extirpation  of  any,  except  thofe  of 
the  occult  kind,  in  young  people,  in  other 
refpedfs  healthy.  Only  four  of  thefe  remain¬ 
ed  free  from  the  difeafe,  at  the  end  of  two 
years  ;  but  more  properly  fpeaking  none ;  for 
three  had  occult  cancers  in  the  breaft,  and 
the  fourth  an  ulcerated  cancer  on  the  lip.  I  fan- 
ey  from  the  annals  of  Phyfic  and  Surgery, 
we  could  not  {elect  another  account,  equally 
dreadful  and  difcouraging.  One  would  think 
they  were  the  moft  defperate  cafes  that  could 
be  felefted  from  all  parts  of  Great  Britain. 

It  would  be  unneceffary  to  mention  others  of 

a  fimilar 
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ft  fimilar  opinion.  Happily  for  thofe  fubjed 
to  this  difeafe,  later  pradice  and  experience 
gives  them  much  better  hopes  ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  men  of  the  greateft  eminence, 
both  in  phyfiological  and  chirurgical  know¬ 
ledge,  as  well  as  in  pradice  and  experience, 
have  fupported  the  contrary  opinion. 

Indeed,  the-  account  Dr.  Monro  gives  of 
his  method  of  treating  cancerous  complaints, 
fhews  clearly  that  he  could  not  be  luccefs- 
ful  ;  for  by  keeping  the  wound  made  by  the 
extirpation  of  the  difeafe  from  healing  up, 
and  by  giving  mercury,  he  took  the  moft 
efficacious  fteps  to  excite  and  reproduce  the 
Complaint,  while  his  defign  was  to  prevent  it. 

The  ingenious  Surgeon,  Mr.  John  Hun¬ 
ter,  thinks  a  cancer  in  the  bread  or  tefticle, 
as  local  as  a  chancre  on  the  glans  penis, 
Or  the  inflamation  and  ulceration  of  the  arm, 
from  inoculation  ;  and  in  the  fame  manner- 
as  in  the  fmall  pox,  or  venereal  difeafe,  the 
cancerous  virus  may  be  abforbed,  and  affed 
the  parts  as  it  pafles  along;  hence  cancerous 
buboes  and  affedions  of  the  abforbent  fyf- 
tecOj  from  cancerous  as  well  as  from  vene- 
,  f  .  ..  '  real 


(  *5  ) 

real  virus.  But  in  the  inflammation  from* 
inoculation,  and  in  venereal  chancres,  if 
the  parts  afte&ed  be  removed  before  ab- 
forption  has  taken  place,  a  cure  is  effe<3> 
ed.  But  in  cancer,  even  when  abforption 
has  taken  place,  (which  may  be  known  by 
the  ftate  of  the  lymphatics  leading  to  the 
conftitution)  the  fpeedy  or  timely,  and  per- 
{ eft  removal  of  all  the  difeafed  parts,  gives 
the  patient  a  fair1  chance  of  being  cured. 

.  •  c  •  »  /  ;  v  '*  f  r  •  ,  ■  '  '  ; 

v  .  ?  •«.  *  -  -  «*  •  •  *  r  ■  »  k  J  *  i  *  1 

But  as  it  is  not  my  deflgn  (efpecially 
at  prefent)  in  this  fhort  pra£tical  treatife,  to 
enter  deeply  into  the  difcuffion  of  a  fubjeft, 
on  which  authors  of  the  greateft  abilities 
differ  fo  widely  in  opinion  ;  I  fhall  therefore, 
add  but  very  little  on  this  head. 

•-  ■  •  % 

1 ;  f  i  ''  j  *  .  k 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  fuppofe  cancer  to 
be  a  difeafe  of  the  fyftem,  and  the  cancerous 
virus  capable  of  being  abforbed.  When  a 
cancer  has  been  for  fome  confiderable  time 

4  •• 4  v*-  *  •'  ■■  ■  *  i ' 

in  an  open  ulcerated  ftate,  we  fhould  natu¬ 
rally  think,  that  from  the  abforption  con- 
ftantly  carried  on,  the  whole  fyftem  muft 
foon  become  perfectly  impregnated  with  can-; 
cerous  virus;  which  muft  (as  in  the  lues. 

venerea) 
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vfenerea)  footi  attack  or  make  Its  appearance 
In  every  part  of  the  body.  But  we  do  not 
find  this  to  be  the  cafe,  for  there  are  many 
mftances,  fufficiently  authenticated,  of  open 
ulcerated  cancers,  of  fome  duration,  being 
Extirpated  after  the  axillary  glands  became 
affe&ed  ;  and  yet  the  patients  had  no  return 
of  the  difeafe.  It  is  probable,  that  nothing 
has  a  more  powerful  tendency  to  render 
this  difeafe  conftitutional,  than  negle&ing  to 

have  the  part  removed  as  early  as  poffible. 

•  .  .  . 
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Of  the  Treatment  and  Cure  of  Cancer. 

+  :  t  i \  \  *  , 

Innumerable  experiments  and  attempts 
have  been  made  by  the  moft  eminent  and 
ingenious  Phyficians,  in  order  to  difcover 
ah  effectual  remedy  againft  cancer,  whole 
motives  were  undoubtedly  very  commend¬ 
able.  But  while,  on  the  one  hand,  I  feel  the 
higheft  refpe£t  for  men  of  great  learning, 
genius,  and  profeffional  abilities ;  on  the 
other,  I  cannot  help  regretting  that  their  la¬ 
bours  have  turned  out  fo  unfuccefsful.  I  am 
indeed  pretty  well  convinced,  that  all  the 
attempts  made  to  cure  this  complaint  by  in¬ 
ternal 
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ternal  medicines,  have  done  more  harm 
than  good,  and  fhould  therefore  think  my- 
feif  culpable  in  offering  to  recommend 
any  treatment  depending  on  the  ufe  of  in- 
ternal  medicines,  where  extirpation  or  re¬ 
moval  of  the  difeafed  part  is  practicable ; 
this  being  the  only  remedy  hitherto  known 

on  which  we  can  place  any  dependance* 

* 

r 

a 

In  /peaking,  therefore,  of  the  treatment 
and  cure  of  cancer,  we  may  divide  all  af- 
teCtions  of  that  nature  whatfoever  into  tw0 
kinds,  viz. 

First.  Such  as  from  their  nature,'  fitua* 
tion,  and  circumftances,  do  not  admit  of  ex* 
tirpation  by  a  furgical  operation* 

Second*  Such  as  from  their  nature^  fitua* 
tion,  and  circumftances,  do  admit  of  extitv 
pation  or  removal. 

«.  *)''**-  '  ;  *  *  ,  '  \ 

Or  the  firft  kind,  or  fuch  as  do  not  admit 
,of  extirpation  by  a  furgical  operation,  it 
might  be  thought  rather  unneceflary  for  me-' 
to  take  much  notice,  when  there  can  be.  no 
hopes  of  a  cure*  But  though  I:  admit,  that: 

•  •  f r  *  *  ■/  •  fc 
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In  fuch  cafes  we  cannot  entertain  hopes  of  a 
cure,  yet  I  fhall  venture  to  offer  fome  re¬ 
marks,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  thought, 
unworthy  attention,  if  they  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  giving  timely  warning  of  their  dan¬ 
ger  to  thofe,  in  whom  the  difeafe  is  only 
in  its  infancy  or  early  period,  or  have  any 
weight  in  perfuading  them  to  take  the  ne- 
ceffary  fteps  in  proper  time,  to  prevent 
the  worft  confequences.  *  Por  to  fuch  perfoas 
the  obfervation  of  the  Poet  fhould  be  a 
leflon : 

Felix  quern  f admit  aliena  pericula  cauturn . 

♦  s  te  .*«..<  i  •  .  *  i 

..  To  return  from  this  digreffion,  the  extir¬ 
pation  may  be  impracticable  by  the  difeafed 
part  being  fituated  in,  or  connected  with 
fome  vital  part,  or  adhering,  to  fome  confi- 
derable  artery. 

Or  if  the  part  externally  affected  would  ad¬ 
mit  of  extirpation,,  yet  there  may  be  other  cir- 
cumftances  that  would  render  it  very  impru- 
dent  in  a  Surgeon  to  recommend  the  opera¬ 
tion.  Of  fuch  cafes  we  have  but  too  many 
inftances,  when  the  difeafe  has  been  of  long 
u  continuance, 
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continuance,  latterly  attended  with  pains  in  * 
the  bowels,  and  the  patient’s  countenance* 
is  become  wan*  fallow,  and  cadaverous; 
Here  we  are  led  to  fufped  a  tainted  ha¬ 
bit,  with  cancerous  affections  of  the  vif- 
cera,  beyond  the  reach  of  furgery ;  confe- 
quently,  that  the  extirpation  of  any  part 
within  our  reach  can  anfwer  no  good  pur- 
pole.  Such  cafes  admit  of  little  aid,  either 
from  the  Phvfician  or  Surgeon;  as  all  we 
♦can  aim  at  is  to  mitigate,  as  far  as  in  our 
power,  the  fufferings  of  a  patient,  whofe 
approaching  fate  we  are  unable  to  prevent. 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  many  cafes  of  the 
foregoing  defeription  refult  from  mifmanage- 
ment,  when  the  Surgeon  has  not  fufficiently 
recommended  or  urged  the  operation  in 
time,  or  the  patient,  from  an  imprudent 
dread  of  it,  has  had  recourfe  to  fome  igno¬ 
rant  pretender  or  quack,  and  has  been  de¬ 
luded  with  the  hopes  of  a  cure,  till  the 
difeafe  has  made  lbch  havock  in  the  com* 
flitution,  as  leaves  us  without  the  leaft 
hope  of  attempting  any  thing  with  fuccefs : 
thefe  cafes  are  the  more  to  be  lamented, 
when  we  have  reafon  to  think,  that  by  ex- 
„  C  2  tirpation 
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tirpation  of  the  part  at  an  early  period,  the 
patient  might  probably  never  after  experience 
a  return  of  the  complaint ;  or,  at  leaft, 
would  have  had  a  fair  chance  from  the 
operation. 

I  would  further  remark,  that  people  in 
general,  are  not  fufficiently  aware  of  the 
danger,  to  which  they  are  liable,  from 
icirrhus  or  occult  cancer ;  for  it  fometimes 
happens,  that  both  furgeon  and  patient  think 
it  foon  enough  to  remove  the  difeafed  part, 
when  forced  to  it,  by  exceflive  pain,  and 
encreafe  of  lize.  I  cannot  fufficiently  warn 
both,  of  the  danger  attending  this  method  of 
proceeding;  becaufe  in  moft  cancers  (thole 
of  the  bread:  efpecially)  internal  ulceration 
takes  place,  long  before  the  Ikin  (hews  any 
tendency  to  ulceration  ;  fo  that  every  hope 
and  opportunity  of  cure  may  be  loft,  and 
the  patient  deftroyed  by  the  deep  and 
latent  progrefs  of  the  clifeafe,  without  ex- 
ternal  ulceration  ever  taking  place.  This 
circumftance,  therefore,  of  internal  ulcer¬ 
ation  taking  place  fo  foon,  not  having  been 
fufficiently  attended  to  by  any  author  I 
have  read  on  the  fubject,  I  have  thought 

pro- 
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proper  to  mention,  as  highly  deferving  no¬ 
tice,  and  {hewing  the  propriety  and  advantage 
of  operating  at  an  early  period  of  thecomplaint. 
It  is  unfortunately  the  cafe,  that  patients  can 
leldom  be  convinced,  that  there  is  any  necef- 
fity  for  an  operation,  while  the  difeafe  con¬ 
tinues  in  a  mild  ftate;  whereas,  that  is 
beyond  all  doubt,  the  moft  favorable  period 
for  extirpating  it  ;  they  too 'generally  think, 
a  feirrhus  of  the  bread:  or  teftis,  may  remain 
eafy  through  life  :  but  notwithftanding  there 
are  inftances  to  prove  this  within  the 
limits  of  poffibility,  the  hope  that  this 
may  be  the  cafe,  has  proved  fatal  to 
many.  There  are  very  few  indeed,  who 
pafs  through  life,  with  a  feirrhous  bread,  or 
tefticle,  without  differing  any  confiderable 
pain,  or  inconvenience ;  but  there  have  been 
great  numbers  in*  whom  this  difeafe,  after 
continuing  mild  for  years,  has  changed  fo 
rapidly,  and  put  on  fuch  alarming  appear¬ 
ances,  that  little  hope  could  then  be  enter¬ 
tained,  even  from  the  operation ;  fo  that 
they  became  vi&ims  to  their  own  inconfider- 
atenefs,  and  want  of  timely  refolution. 

C  3  In 
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In  fcirrhiis  of  the  tedicle  especially,  when 
it  has  continued  fo  long,  that  the  fpermatic 
chord  is  become  indurated,  knotty,  painful, 
and  uneven  as  far  up  as  can  be  felt  ;  how¬ 
ever  urgent  the  patient  may  then  be,  for 
the  removal  of  the  tedicle,  no  hope  can  be 
entertained  from  the  operation. 

Having  given  the  few  pradlical  remarks 
that  occurred  to  me,  under  the  head  of  Can¬ 
cers,  which  do  not  admit  of  extnpation, 

I  am  now  come  to  mention  fuch,  as  from 
their  nature,  fituation,  and  fy mptoms,  do 
^dmit  of  extirpation. 

i 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  in 
this  treatife,  cancerous  affe&ions  of  the 
bread:  and  teflis  are  the  chief  objects  in 
yiew;  yet  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  in 
every  topical  circumfcribed  icirrhus  or  can¬ 
cer,  where  the  part  is  fo  fituated  that  it  may 
be  extirpated  or  removed,  without  necefiarily 
endangering  the  hie  oi  the  patient  ;  the 
{boner  fuch  part  is  removed,  when  the  dif- 
eafe  is  charafterifed,  the  better  chance  will 
the  patient  have  of  a  perfect  cure.  All  cancers 

there-? 
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therefore,  whether  of  the  bread:  or  teftis,  or 
in  whatever  part  of  the  body,  fo  fituated  and 
circumftanced,  may  be  reckoned  of  that 
kind,  which  admits  of  extirpation.  But 
however  favourably  fituated,  and  circum¬ 
ftanced,  the  part  afreCted  may  be,  it 
:muft  be  obferved,  that  the  removal  of  it 
does  not  afford  any  abfolute  certainty, 
that  the  difeafe  will  never  after  appear, 
either  in  that  or  any  other  part  of  the 

t  •. 

body;  all  we  can  venture  to  fay  is,  that 
(caeteris  paribus)  the  earlier  the  operar 
tion  is  performed,  the  greater  probability 
there  will  be,  of  the  difeafe  not  returning : 
But  this  confideration  ought  to  have 
no  weight,  in  difluading  any  perfon  from 
fubmitting  to  an  operation,  which  appears 
(all  circumftances  confidered)  neceflary  and 
proper,  and  which  moft  frequently  proves  ef¬ 
fectual  ;  on  the  contrary  it  ought  to  operate 
very  powerfully  in  perfuading  the  patient  to 
have  the  part  extirpated  at  an  early  period  ; 
when  the  pain  muft  be  lefs,  and  profpeCt 
of  fuccefs  greater.  Befides,  no  one  can 
be  fecure  againft  the  moft  dreadful  ter- 
termination  of  a  complaint  of  this  nature, 

C .  4  who 
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who  nurfes  a  truly  charafterifed  fcirrhus, 
in  the  hope  that  it  may  remain  indolent 
and  inoffenfive  for  a  great  many  years, 
and,  perhaps,  never  produce  any  bad 
effe&s.  It  is  neceflary  tp  inform  fuch 
that  the  part  affe&ed  fhould  be  extirpated, 
as  foon  as  the  difeafe  is  clearly  afcertained  : 
for  though  a  Ample  fcirrhus  may  remain  inr 
dolent  for  many  years  ;  yet  it  may  fuddenly 
change  its  appearance,  and  rapidly  prove  der 
ftrudtive,  if  not  minutely  attended  to  by  a 
judicious  practitioner. 

Notwithstanding  what  I  have  faid  of 
the  early  extirpation  of  the  difeafed  part,  I 
would  not  be  underftood  to  infer,  that 
where  this  has  been  neglected,  till  the 
difeafe  is  in  a  more  advanced  ftate,  the 
Operation  muft  always  be  improper :  on  the 
Contrary,  I  have  reafon  to  think,  that  in 
cancers  both  of  the  breaft  and  teflis,  the 
operation  has  often  been  given  up  as 
pnadvifcable,  when  it  might  have  been 
performed,  with  a  probability  of  fuccefs. 
Whether  this  was  the  refult  of  reading  and 
fpeculative  opinion  without  practice,  or  pro-* 
r  : ,  /  manner 
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ceeded  from  the  bad  fuccefs  attending  th* 
manner  of  operating  heretofore  pra&ifed, 
I  fhall  not  attempt  to  determine ;  but  only 
mention  fome  fymptoms,  which,  experience 
informs  me,  fhould  not  prohibit  the  opera¬ 
tion,  as  they  too  often  have  done. 

>  \  t  .  i  \*  ri  f 
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Of  this  kind  are  enlargement  of  the  part, 
attended  with  frequent,  or  conftant,  and  in- 
creafing  pain  ;  difeafed  glands  in  the  axilla, 
frnall  indurated  glands  round  the  breafl, 
difeafed  and  ulcerated  fkin,  adhefions  to  the 
pe&oral  mufcle,  and  alfo  to  the  ribs.  Thefe 
we  muft  allow,  are  unfavourable  fymptoms, 
denoting  a  great  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 
But  from  the  following  cafes  it  will  appear, 
that  they  ought  by  no  means  to  prohibit  the 
Operation  :  efpecially  when  we  conlider  the 
deplorable  fituation  of  a  patient,  (which  baffles 
all  description)  when  left  a  victim  to  the  fury 
of  this  difeafe.  And,  if  at  fuch  an  advanced 
ftate,  the  operation  is  often  attended  with  fuc¬ 
cefs,  we  certainly  have  reafon  to  entertain  far 
greater  hopes  from  it,  at  an  earlier  period. 
Indeed,  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  a  matter 
fcarcely  admitting  a  doubt,  that  many  who 
-  v  A  have 
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$»ave  died  of  this  excruciating,  loathfotftfe 
difeafe,  might  have  been  preferved  to  the 
community,  as  well  as  to  thofe  relations  and 

V  ' 
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connexions,  to  whom  their  lives  were  valu¬ 
able,  the  greater  number  of  them  never 
experiencing  a  return  of  the  complaint,  had 
they  fubmitted  to  the  operation  in  time. 

•  (  ^  T  -  *  ±  <* 
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Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I  cannot  too 
jftrongly  urge  the  neceffity  and  advantage 
of  having  recou rfe  to  the  operation  at 

r  '  f 

an  early  period,  as  the  only  remedy  ;  to 
deferibe  which,  it  would  be  proper  now  to 
proceed ;  but  as  the  fuperior  advantages  of 
that  particular  operation ,  which  I  am  about  to 
recommend,  depend,  in  a  great  meafure, 
on  Union  by  the  Firft  Intention,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  premife  a  few  obferva- 

i 

tions  on  that  fubject. 
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Qbfervations  on  the  different  Procejfes  of 
Nature  in  healing  Wounds ,  more 
efpecially  on  what  is  called  Union  by 
the  Firjl  Intention.  ,  ■„  , 

r  jp  ^,4,-  vx  #  \  V > 
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The  benevolent  Author  of  Nature,  for 
great  and  good  purpofes,  has  implanted  a  law 
hi  the  animal  ceconomy,  very  prevalent  in 
the  living  human  body  particularly,  where-: 
by  parts  perfectly  feparated,  or  divided  by 
-wounds,  are  ftrohglv  difpofed  to  unite  ;, 
efpecially  if  brought  into  contact  immedN 
ately,  and  retained  in  that  fituation.  • 


In  f re fh  mcifed  wounds,  this  difpofition 
to  unite  is  fo  great,  that  by  bringing  the 
parts  evenly  and  clolely  together,  and  letainr. 
ing  them  fo,  they  will  be  fiigntly  glued  to¬ 
gether  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour  or  two,  and 
if  not  difturbed  and  feparated  by  force,  con- 
ftitutional  difeafe,  or  fome  other  caufe,  will 
perfectly  unite  and  heal,  without  inflamma¬ 
tion  or  fuppuration  taking  place.  This  may 
b.e  called  the  fitft  natural  procefs,  or.  what 
Surgeons  denominate  “  Union  by  the  Firft 


Intention.” 


But 
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But  in  this  falutary  defign,  nature  is  too 
often  fruftrated ;  for  it  often  happens  in 
large  wounds,  attended  with  great  effufion  of 
blood,-  that  the  proper  treatment  of  flopping 
the  hemorrhage,  by  taking  up  the  veflels 
that  require  it,  and  then  bringing  the  parts 
clofely  into  contact,  and  retaining  them  bv 
ligature,  if  neeeilary,  lias  not  in  time  been 
adopted,  and  thereby  the  opportunity  and 
advantage  of  Union  by  the  Firft  Intention 
has  been  loft ;  yet  nature  does  not  flop  here 
in  her  efforts  to  unite  the  parts ;  for  when  the 
effufion  of  blood  has  ceafed,  and  the  mouths 
of  the  veflels  from  whence  it  flowed  are  re¬ 
traced  or  collapfe,  even  though  inflamma¬ 
tion  may  have  taken  place,  in  fome  degree, 
if  the  parts  be  then  brought  into  ccntaC  and 
detained,  they  will  unite  without  fuppura- 
tion  taking  place  ;  but  neither  fo  foon  nor 
yyith  fo  much  eafe  as  if  they  had  been  pro¬ 
perly  treated  in  time. 

,  This  may  be  called  the  Second  Procefs  of 
Nature,  or  the  Secondary  Union,  by  inflam¬ 
matory  exudation,  or  adhefive  inflammation, 
mentioned  by  the  late  great  anatomift  Dr. 
Hunter,  by  his  brother  Mr.  John  Hunter, 
by  O’Halioran,  Allanfon,  &c, 
u  But 
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But  in  cafe  this  fecond  opportunity  is 
loft,  or  abufed  by  the  interpolation  of  any 
extraneous  body,  which  can  only  lerve  to 
keep  the  parts  afunder,  yet  nature  ftill  pro¬ 
ceeds  to*  accomplilh  the  great  and  falutary 
purpofe  intended  from  the  beginning,  of 
uniting  and  healing  the  parts,  but  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  means  of  fuppuration,  granulation,  &c. 

This  may  be  called  the  third  and  laft 
procefs  of  nature.  Of  each  of  thefe  natural 
procefles,  we  have  as  infallible  demonftra- 
tion,  as  any  mathematical  theorem  can  ad* 
mit  of. 

Of  the  firft  procefs,  we  have  daily  proofs 
in  the  immediate  union  of  incifed  wounds,  to 
which  the  ingenious  pyliologift,  Mr.  Hunter, 
has  added  others,  by  very  ftriking  experi¬ 
ments  :  He  cut  a  cock’s  comb,  and  in  it 
placed  a  freih  extracted  tooth,  which  united 
and  grew  in  the  comb,  fo  that  by  inje&ing 
the  comb,  he  injefted  the  veflels  of  the 
tooth.  He  alfo  cut  off  a  cock’s  fpur,  and 
immediately  applying  it  to  the  freih  wound, 
made  by  cutting  off  the  comb,  it  adhered 
^nd  grew  there.  Such  are  the  indubitable 
proofs  of  the  firft  procefs. 


The 
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The  proofs  of  the  fecond  procefs  arc 
equally  undeniable.  The  very  ingenious 
phyfiologift  juft  mentioned,  has  favoured  us 
with  a  curious  experiment,  which  may  be 
•referred  to  this  head.  He  cut  out  the  teft 
tide  of  a  living  cock,  and  opening  the  belly 
of  a  living  fowl,  he  immediately  introduced 
it  through  the  rncifion,  which  healed  up, 
and  the  tefticle  adhered  and  grew  to  the  in- 
teftines  of  the  fowl.  There  are  many  other 
proofs  of  this  procefs,  as  the  ad  he  fan  of  the 
lungs  to  the  pleura,  which  are  often  ccniider- 
able,  without  any  fenfible  inconvenience ; 
the  union  of  the  flap  in  amputations ;  the 
union  of  the  chin  to  the  breaft  ;  the  adhe-' 
fion  of  the  vifcera  to  the  peritoneum  :  of  this 

x 

t  * 

a  remarkable  inftance  lately  happened  in  a 

perfon  that  was  (hot  through  the  belly,  at 

•  # 

the  time  of  the  riots  in  the  year  1780,  who 
died  a  few  months  ago.  In  confequence  of 
the  wound,  inflammation  took  place,  and 
produced  general  adhefions  of  the  vifcera  to 
the  peritoneum  throughout  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  :  yet  the  perfon  was  not  fubjedt  to 
any  particular  pain  or  fenfation  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  this  union. 

\  ‘  "t  Hpd  {  :■  m  (i  i  j,  (*i  )  J  *  '  4  ‘  *  '  J  -  a.1 

,  •  *  T  •  *  9  ‘  *  ►  -  , 

Another 
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Another  remarkable  inftance  Came  un* 
der  my  care  lately  at  the  Surry  Difpenfary. 

.  A  poor  lad,  about  ten  years  old,  had  been 
affliaed  by  an  adhefion,  formed  five^  years 
before,  when  he  had  the  fmall-pox;  tne  ad¬ 
hefion  was  at  the  right  angle  or  tne  mouth, 
which  was  fomewhat  retraaed  by  it,  and, 
together  with  the  cheek,  adhered  ftrongly 
to  the  upper  and  under  jaw  :  his  upper  jaw 
projeded  a  little  over  the  under,  and  though 
he  could  move  the  latter  a  little  from  fide  to 
fide,  backward  and  forward ;  he  could  not 
in  the  leaft  open  his  mouth,  fo  that  during' 
the  time  mentioned  he  may  with  fhia  pro¬ 
priety  be  faid  to  have  lived  by  fucnon.  He 
was  very  much  affliaed  on  calling  the  mo- 
lares  which  he  was  forced  to  {Wallow.  On 
diffeaing  through  the  adhefion,  and  feparat- 
ing  the  angle  o t  the  mouth  and  the  cheek 
from  both  jaws  where  the  adhefions  were 
formed  ;  he  was  able  to  open  his  mouth  but 
a  little  more  than  before  the  operation;  this 
I  attributed  to  the  rigidity  of  the  temporal^, 
mafleter,  and  other  mufcles,  from  fo  long  a 
{late  of  contraaion  :  and  accordingly  tne 

somplaira  yielded  to  warm  relaxing  anodyne 

fomenta- 
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fomentations,  &c.  My  friend  Mr.  Gillefpey 
affifted  in  performing  this  operation.- 

These  are  proofs  of  the  fecond  Natural 
Procefs  to  which  many  others  might  be  -ad¬ 
ded  if  necefl’ary. 

1  In  proof  of  the  third  Natural  Procefs,  or 
union  by  fuppuration,  granulation.  &c.  it 
would  be  as  abfurd  to  offer  any  arguments, 
as  to  attempt  by  a  tedious  diflertation  to  prove 
an  axiom  or  felf  evident  truth,  or  that  what 
does  exift  does  exift,  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  there  are  too  many  inftances  of  this  pro¬ 
cefs  in  the  practice  ef  Surgery,  which  might 
have  been  prevented  to  the  great  advantage 
of  the  patient,  had  nature  been  in  the  leaft 
affifted  either  in  the  firft  or  fecond  procefs. 

•  -  v  '  '  i  |i-  .*  U  i*  i  .  ii  i  »  ■  ft  *  f 

I 

Such  I  humbly  conceive  to  be  the  law, 
and  fuch  the  fteps  which  nature  takes  in  the 
healing  art.  Of  thefe  I  have  been  an  atten¬ 
tive  obferver,  I  have  ftudied  and  admired 
them  ;  and  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  a  very 
moderate  capacity,  and  the  opportunities  I 
have  had,  would  permit  me,  to  derive  from 
thence  fome  ufeful  practical  knowledge.  Had 

men 
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tnen  of  fuperior  abilities  in  the  profeflion, 
been  more  attentive  to  the  order  and  pro- 

t 

grefs  of  thefe  proceiies,  and  others  obferved 
by  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  inftead  of  fa¬ 
bricating  fine  fpun  fpeculative  theories,  the 
healing  art  muft,  before  this  time,  have 
been  advanced  to  a  much  greater  degree  of 
improvement.  We  fhcP&ld  not  have  feen  pa^- 
tients  fo  long  tortured,  by  pouring  ftimulat- 
ing  pernicious  balfams  into  wounds,  or  by 
the  interpofition  of  extraneous  bodies  ;  all 
which  applications  tend  greatly  to  mul¬ 
tiply  the  fufferings  of  the  patient,  and  pro¬ 
tract  the  cure  for  many  weeks ;  which  might 
have  been  compleated  by  the  firft  inten¬ 
tion  or  Natural  Procefs  in  a  few  days.  I 
fancy  1  may  fafely  fay,  the  attempts  to  favour 
either  the  firft  or  fecond  procefs,  in  the  chi- 
rurgical  art,  would  have  been  a  hundred  to 
one  more  numerous,  even  within  the  laft 
ten  years.  As  all  the  fuperior  advantages 
attending,  and  refulting  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  method  of  operating,  ate  derived  from 
the  firft  Natural  Procefs,  or  Union  by 
the  Firft  Intention  ;  it  may  be  expeCted,  I 
fhould  fay  fomething  on  the  nature  of  this* 
<  l  D  .  Union, 
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Union,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  take§ 
place. 

•  The  manner  in  which  this  Union  takes 
place,  feems  to  be  as  follows.  In  a  frefh 
incifed  wound,  there  is  an  effufion  of  blood 
from  the  veffels  divided.  If  thefe  veffels 
are  fb  inconfiderable,  that  the  contra&ile 
power  of  their  fibres  is  fufficient,  very  foon 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  effufion  of  blood,  by  re¬ 
tracing  and  clofing  their  mouths  ;  it  would 
be  very  unneceffary  to  inflift  pain  by  the  ufe 
of  the  needle  and  ligature.  However,  the 
anatomical  knowledge  of  the  part,  where  a 
wound  happens,  and  of  the  veflel  or  veflels 
divided,  may  always  prove  fufficient  to  di- 
reC  a  judicious  praCitioner :  but  for  the 
benefit  of  thofe  who  have  had  very  little  ex¬ 
perience ;  I  hope  I  (hall  be  excufed  in  ob~ 
ferving,  that  the  ufe  of  Styptics  fhould  be 
exploded,  as  they  produce  inflammation,  fup- 
puration,  and  a  Houghing  of  the  edges  of  the 
wound.  We  fhould  likewife  be  careful  not 
to  trufl  to  comprefs,  when  an  artery  any 
way  confiderable  happens  to  be  divided  ;  for 
by  fuch  practice  I  have  often  feen,  at  the 
diftance  of  feveral  days,  an  hemorrhage  fo 

great 
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great,  as  to  make  it  unavoidably  neceflary 
for  the  Surgeon,  not  only  to  open  the  wound, 
but  to  make  a  frefh  incifion,  in  order  to  get 
at,  and  take  up  the  veflel,  that  might  and 
ought  to  have  been  fecured  by  ligature  at 
firft;  by  neglecting  which,  the  patient  is 
put  to  unneceflary  pain,  and  the  opportunity 
of  uniting  the  parts  by  the  Firft  Intention 
totally  loft.  But  to  return  from  this  digref- 
fion,  the  hemorrhage  ceafing,  by  the  veflel 
or  veflels  being  taken  up,  if  neceflary,  other- 
wife  allowed  to  retraft,  there  will  be  fome 
coagulated  blood  in  the  wound,  when  brought 
together,  which  will  of  courfe  feparate ; 
the  ferous  part  will  ooze  out  of  the  wound, 
the  red  particles  will  be  abforbed,  and  the 
coagulable  lymph  will  become  a  kind  of  glu- 
tent or  bond  of  Union  between  the  parts* 
This  gluten  or  uniting  medium  is  at  firft: 
inorganic;  but  at  length  becomes  both  vafcular 
^nd  nervous.  But  that  change  requires  time, 
while  nature  endeavours  to  defend  the  adhe- 
fion  formed,  by  uniting  the  fkin  or  lips  pf 
the  wound  by  cicatrix  :  fuch  I  imagine  to  be 
the  fimple,  and  at  the  fame  time  grand,  won¬ 
derful,  and  efficacious  progrefs  of  Nature,  in 
forming  a  union  of  parts,  by  the  Firft  In- 

&  2  tention. 
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tention,  by  retracting  and  doling  the  veflfels^ 
abforbing  or  difcharging  the  redundant  or 
unneceflary  fluids,  glueing  the  parts  together 
by  an  uniting  medium  ;  and  laftly  by  cica¬ 
trizing,  and  even  organizing  this  uniting 
medium.  If  I  have  erred  in  an  humble  at¬ 
tempt  to  explain  this  progrefs,  it  will  give 
me  very  little  concern.  That  fuch  Procefs 
or  Union  takes  place,  is  an  indubitable  fad, 
and  it  is  of  the  fad  itfelf,  and  not  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  brought  .about ;  that 
I  wifh  to  avail  myfelf  in  practice.  Neither 
do  I  venture  to  affert,  that  this  union  will 
univerfally,  or  without  exception,  fucceed. 
For  great  inflammations,  by  whatever  means 
induced,  or  other  conftitutional  caufes,  may 
dilfolve  the  gluten  when  adhelion.  has  taken 
place. 

But,  I  believe,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that 
in  almoft  all  the  inftances  where  it  does  not 
fucceed,  the  fault  may  juftly  be  attributed  to 
negleft,  or  mifmanagement.  From  my  own 
pra&ice  I  can  aflert,  that  in  all- the  opera _ 
tions  I  have  performed,  either  on  the  breaft 

or  tefticle,  it  xiever  once  failed.  - 

•  »r.q  10  amiu  h  Of 

ftn  |  t  rr  *  .  >\  M  (  | 
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Of  the  Operation  of  Cajlration. 

The  method  of  performing  this  opera¬ 
tion  has  been  defcribed  by  different  authors 
fomewhat  differently :  but  thofe  defcribed 
by  Mr.  Pott  and  Mr.  Warner,  are  more  ge¬ 
nerally  approved  of  and  praffifed  than  any 
others.  In  the  laft  edition  of  Mr.  Pott’s 
Works,  Vol.  II.  page  485,  he  gives  the 
following  dire&ion. 

’  t  .  <• 

“  The  void  fpace  in  which  the  tefticle 
was,  is  to  be  very  flightly  filled  with  dry 
lint,  which  lint  fhould  be  fuffered  to  remain, 
until  it  be  perfectly  loofened  by  the  fuppuration 
from  every  part  of  the  fore  ;  if  it  be  removed 
fooner,  it  muff  be  done  by  force ;  in  which, 
cafe  it  will  give  unneceffary  pain,  and  leave 
a  crude  undigefted  fore.  If  it  be  not  re¬ 
moved  until  quite  loofe,  it  will  give  no  pain, 
and  the  fore  will  be  found  clean  and  well 
digefed ,  and  requiring  no  other  dreffing  after¬ 
ward,  than  mere  dry  lint,  which  from  this 
time  fhould  be  applied  in  fuch  quantity  and 

D  3  manner. 
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manner,  as  to  give  nature  an  opportunity  of 
contracting  and  healing  the  wound  as  faft 
as  fhe  can ;  in  both  which  fhe  may  be  con- 
fiderably  affifted  by  the  judicious  exhibition 
of  the  bark.” 

Mr.  Warner,  in  his  Treatife,  page  89,  in 
fpeaking  of  this  operation,  gives  us  the  fol¬ 
lowing  directions : 

Ci  On  the  third  or  fourth  day  after  the 
operation,  drefs  the  wound  with  yellow  ba- 
filicon,  or  linamentum  arcei,  fpread  upon 
pledgits  of  lint ;  before  the  pledgits  are  ap¬ 
plied,  dip  them  in  warm  fallad  oil.  Let  this 
mode  of  drefling  be  repeated  till  the  firft 
dreffings  come  off,  and  as  long  afterwards  as 
you  find  it  neceflfary  -to  the  promotion  of 
digeJlion% 

v  •• J  i  ■  *  ‘  i  •  *  L.. .  .1  t  *  ,  f  L  f  j  .  • 

f  *  't  '  . 

If  at  the  end  of  a  Week  or  ten  days,  or 
later ,  your  patient  complains  of  a  languor, 
and  the  wound  fhould  not  produce  good 
'matter,  but  on  the  contrary  a  bloody  and 
'torrofve  fames  fucceeds,  foment  the  wound 


r  *  '•  ■*  r'ry  ...  ; 

'  mentation. 
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mentation,  mixed  with  camphorated  fplrlts 

of  wine  or  brandy.” 

-  •*  /  v  , 

With  all  due  deference  to  the  above  re- 
fpe&able  authors,  and  others  of  eminence 
who  have  written  on  this  fubjedt,  from 
whom  I  cannot  help  differing  concerning 
their  principles  of  operating  and  fubfequent 
treatment,  I  fhall  now  humbly  offer  to  the 
public,  the  operation  and  fubfequent  treat* 
meat  which  I  have  for  feveral  years  adopted 
and  uniformly  pradtifed,  leaving  it  to  the 
confideration  and  future  experience  of  prac-i- 
ti doners  to  adopt  or  rejedl  them,  according  to 
their  merits. 

*  ,  %  • 

-  *  .  X  >  • .  '  *. 

When  a  fcirrhus  or  cancer  of  the  tefticle 
becomes  fairly  charadterifed,  and  the  opera¬ 
tion  determined  on,  it  may  be  performed 
in  the  following  manner. 

f  A  Ci  *  *-»  O.  •*  **r  -  -r  r  t  T 

The  patient  being  placed  on  a  table  of 
convenient  height,  covered  with  a  blanket 
and  Iheet,  his  head  and  fhoulders  railed  with 
a  pillow,  his  legs  and  thighs  are  to  be  fe* 
parated  from  each  other,  with  his  knees  a 
v-  "  D  4  little 
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little  bent,  and  fecured  in  this  fituation  by 
proper  affiftants ;  the  hairs  being  fhaved 
from  the  part,  the  integuments  over  the 
fpermatic  vefiels  in  the  groin  are  to  be  di¬ 
vided  by  an  incifion,  beginning  oppofite  to 
the  opening  in  the  abdominal  mufcle,  and 
continued  nearly  to  the  bottom  of  the 
fcrotum.  This  incifion  will  permit  the  fur- 
geon  with  facility  to  ii mill  the  remaiudei  of 
the  operation.  The  fpermatic  chord  thus  laid 
bare,  is  to  be  freed  from  its  furrounding  mem- 
branous.  connection,  and  the  operator,  with 
his  finger  and  thumb  feparating  the  blood 
vefiels  from  the  vas  deferens,  muft  pafs  a 
needle  and  ligature  between  them,  and  hav¬ 
ing  tied  the  former  only,  is  to  divide  the 
whole  chord  at  a  quarter  of  an  inch  diftance 
from  the  ligature:  this  done,  he  is  to  difleft 
the  tefticle  out  from  the  fcrotum. 

t  *•  i  "H  ».♦.'•  |  *  •'  1  ' 

If  any  confiderable  arteries  bleed,  either 
from  the  dartos  or  fcrotum,  they  muft  be 
reftrained  by  ligature :  when'  that  is  done, 
the  parts  from  whence  the  tefticle  was  re¬ 
moved  are  to  be  gently  laid  together,  and 
thp  edges’ /of  the  incifion  to  be  evenly  and 

exa&ly 
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exa&ly  brought  into  contaft  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  and  retained  in  that  fituation 
by  two  or  three  futures  and  flips  of  adhefive 
plaifter.  Should  any  part  of  the  fciotum 
be  ulcerated,  it  will  be  neceflar/  to  make  a 
fecond  incifion,  beginning  a  little  above  the 
ulcerated  part,  and  continued  in  as  direft-a 
line  as  the  inclufion  of  that  part  will  admit 
of,  down  to  the  extremity  of  the  firft  in¬ 
cifion.  Thefe  two  incifions  will  enable  the 
operator  to  difledt  away  the  tefticle  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  there  had  been  but  one,; 
nor  will  they  give  more  pain,  than  if  the 
difeafed  part  had  been  difleaed  away  along 
with  the  tefticle,  in  the  ^manner  recom¬ 
mended  by  Mr.  Sharp  and  Mr.  Pott.  He  is 
then  to  bring  the  parts  together,  and  retain 
them  in  the  lame  manner  as  if  there  had 
been  but  one  incifion,  that  they  may  unite 
by  the  firft  intention. 


The  whole  of  this  operation,  and  like- 


wife  the  excifion  of  the  cancerous  brealr, 
fhould  be  performed  with  a  ftraight  dif- 


•ffeaing  knife, 


r  r* 

i  * 


.  ; 


■  Of  the  Excifion  or  Removal  of  e? 

Cancerous  Breaf. 

There  are  two  methods  in  ufe  in  the  ex¬ 
tirpation  of  cancers ;  the  one  by  cauffic,  the 
other  by  the  knife. 

The  former  being  more  irritating,  ex¬ 
ceedingly  more  painful,  lefs  fubjed  to  direc¬ 
tion,  and  lefs  certain  in  its  effeds  than  the 
latter,  is  now  nearly  exploded,  or  feldom 
pradifed,  except  by  Quacks,  who  in  all  their 
applications  or  hoafted  fpecifics  (without  ex¬ 
ception)  for  the  extirpation  of  cancers,  have 
a  cauftic  of  fome  kind  or  other,  as  the  balls 
-or  principal  ingredient  in  their  compofition. 
Extirpation  by  the  knife,  therefore,  being 
infinitely  preferable,  I  lhall  confider  and  d.e- 
fcribe  that  method  only.  • 

*  T  ,  .  *  (  .  (  #  r  '  V  #  -  >  * 

***  O'  rf'*!  IX.  4  *  A  ■.  i  J  * .  4  ...  }  1  '■  )  \  i  1 

r  My  deviations  from  the  ufual  pra&ice  con*- 
in  the  mode  of  operating  and  after  treat¬ 
ment,  of  which  I  ftiall  give  as  clear  an  ac¬ 
count  as  in  my  power,  firft  giving  a  few  quo- 

'i*  tations 
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tationsofthe  beft  modern  chirurgical  writers^ 
I  will  then  leave  the  reader  to  draw  his  own 
conclufions  as  to  the  propriety  of  each  plan. 


“  In  large  tumors,  it  is  very  much  to  be 
advifed  to  cut  away  great  part  of  the  Ikin, 
for  befides  that  the  hemorrhage  will  be 
much  lefs  in  this  ,cafe, '  and  the  operation 
greatly  ihortened,  the  (kin,  by  the  very  great 
diftention,  having  been  rendered  very  thin, 
will  great  part  of  it,  if  not  taken  away^ 
fphacelate,  and  the  reft  be  more  prone  td 
degenerate  in  a  cancerous  ulcer.” 

Sharps  Surgery.  Page  5  5. 

This  (phacelation  and  generation  of  can¬ 
cerous  ulcers,  .mentioned  by  Mr.  Sharp,  I 
have  no  doubt  of,  becaufe  they  muft  na¬ 
turally  refult  from  the  practice  of  filling  the 
cavity  from  whence  the  tumor  was  removed 

*  -  t  *  * 

with  dry  lint,  or  any  extraneous  fubftance, 
that  keeps  the  (kin  and  integuments  from 
coming  into  contaft  with  the  living  parts 
tmdertiekth,  fo  tSiat  they  become  dead,  con- 

t  *  ^ 

lequently  muft  be  Separated  and  thrown  off 
Scotia,  the  living  parts.  Such  effe&s  never 

could 
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could  have  followed,  had  the  integuments  at 
firft  been  brought  to  unite  with  the  par^s 
underneath,  as  the  contractile  power  of  thp 
lkin  is  fo  great,  that  from  coniiderable  folds 
at  firft,  it  will  foon  recover  a  fmooth  even 
appearance,  as  I  have  always  found  to  be 
rtlje  cafe.  ; 

f ?' >  >  i{  •  - ;  M  j  l  ; ' ;  ;  ,  ;  *’  /  .  .  L. .  ‘ .  L  ;  _  ■ 

The  fame  author,  after  defcribing  the 
manner  of  removing  a  fcirrhous  gland,  or 
cancered  breaft,  page  140,  “  The  treatment 
cf  all  thefe  wounds  may  be  with  dry  lint 
firft,  and  afterwards  as  in  common  incifed 

wounds.  .  _  ./  ••  y  .1  v 


In  Mr.  Warner’s  Cafes,  publifhed  a  few 
months  ago,  page  359,  after  the  amputation 
of-a  woman’s  breaft  in  the  ufual  way,  and 
.drefling  with  lint;  he  tells  us,  “  her  wound 
was  at  the  point  of  being  healed  in  nine  weeks 
after  the  operation.”  ... 


rv 


3  3. 


“  The  circular'  uicifion  in  the  lkin  of  a 
breaft,  Ihould .  always  be  made  quite  round, 
•&c.”  ..  . 

,  Pott.  Vol  n.  ,Page  '\9%d 

The 


4. a  m  O  ni 

ert  sib: 
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The  above  eminent  authors  and  molt 
praditioners  make  it  a  rule  to  fave  a  eon- 
fiderable,  or  what  they  think,  a  fufficien 
quantity  of  (kin.  But  (till,  in  this  opera¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  in  others,  they  left  a  large 
open  wound,  which  by  the  ufual  dreflmgs, 
became  much  larger  by  the  time  they  were 
firft  removed.  Thefe  dreffings  give  un- 
necefi'ary  pain,  produce  a  very  extenfive 
and  a  very  ugly  fore,  by  which  the  healing 

of  the  part  is  greatly  retarded.  - 


The  following  method  is  that  which.  I 
have  adopted  in  the  removal  of  a  cancerous 

bread. 


The  patient  being  placed  in  a  chair  of 
convenient  height,  in  a  reclining  pofture, 
her  head  fupported  with  a  pillow,  by  an  ah 
fiftant  behind,  and  her  arms  fecured  by  an¬ 
other  on  each  fide;  the  Surgeon  is  to  place 
himfelf  in  the  mod  advantageous  fituation, 
either  fitting  or  (landing,  as  he  finds  mo 
convenient,  fo  as  to  make  one  horizontal  111- 
cifion,  longer  than  the  difeafed  mafs,  near  y 

in  the  direction  of  the  rib,  and  a  little  be- 
"  low 

r  "■ 


(  4<5  )  , 

low  the  nipple,  that  it  may  occafion  lefs  de¬ 
formity.  An  ineifion  of  fufficient  extent, 
being  momentary,;  will  giye  little  more  pain 
than  a  fmall  one  ;  and  has  this  great  advan¬ 
tage,  that  it  enables  the  operator,  with  faci¬ 
lity,  perfectly  to  remove  the  whole  of  the 
.  difeafed  parts. 

~.:'J  ■  apilii '  -  ;  \  ‘  ....  \  i  f  '  -  ■ 

The  moft  painful  part  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  being  over,  the  affiftants  who  were 
employed  in  fecuring  the  patient’s  arms, 
are  now  to  hold  afunder  the  teguments,  and 
prefs  their  fingers  on  any  arteries  that  bleed 
freely,  which  will  enable  the  Surgeon,  with 
facility  and  dexterity,  to  remove  the  whole 
of  the  difeafed  mafs,  which  fhould  be  care¬ 
fully  differed  from  the  ikin  above,  and  be¬ 
low  from  the  pe&oral  mufele  and  ribs.  The 
affiftants  are  now  to  remove  their  fingers, 
the  blood  is  to  be  effectually  cleared  away, 
by  fponge  and  warm  water,  that  the  Surgeon 
may  examine,  with  the  greateft  accuracy,  the 
furface  of  the  wound  ;  and  if  any  fmall  in¬ 
durated  glands,  or  thickened  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  can  be  difcovered,  [they  ought  to  be  all 
removed  ;  for  without  the  moft  careful  at¬ 
tention/ 
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.tention  to  this  part  of  the  operation,  the  de- 
lign  of  it  may  be  entirely  fruftrated. 

•  -  »  •'  •  '  •_  f  r  ,  f  V  ^  * 

By  this  time,  the  hemorrhage  will  have 
ceafed  by  the  contraction  of  the  mufcular 
fibres  of  the  arteries;  when  the  blood  which 
oozed  out,  during  the  examination  of  the 
wound,  muft  now  be  cleared  away  as  before, 
and  the  edges  of  the  incifion  brought  evenly 
and  perfectly  into  contaft,  and  retained  (as 
in  the  operation  of  caftration,)  that  they 
may  unite  by  the  firft  intention. 

i 

.  , 

*  *'*.'•  '  •  *  :  V-  r  ’  .  •  i  ■  1  ’ 

When  there  is  any  ulcerated  or  difeafed 
Ikin,  it  muft  be  included  between  two  in¬ 
cifion  s,  exaftly  in  the  manner  recommended 
in  fimilar  circumftances  of  the  fcrotum. 

'  V  f  •  r 

Over  the  futures  and  adhefive  plaifter,  a 
large,  thick,  foft,  comprefs  of  old  linen 
fhould  be  applied,  and  gently  bound  on, 
with  a  flannel  roller,  about  five  inches  broad, 
and  fix  or  eight  yards  long.  Flannel  is  pre¬ 
ferable  to  linen  on  thefe  occafions,  being 
warmer,  and  likewife  more  pliant,  and 
yielding  to  the  motions  of  the  trunk  in  re- 

fpiration.  < 

The 
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"c  The  arm  on  the  fide  affedted,  fhould  be 

'  '  •  \  * .  - 

relaxed,  by  being  flung  in  a  handkerchief  tied 

round  the  neck. 

r  r‘  ’  .  ,  .  * 

J/.-:.  u  i  ,  : 

The  ferous  or  bloody  difcharge  is  gene¬ 
rally  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  appear  through 
all  the  bandages,  which  I  remove  on  the 
third  day  after  the  operation,  if  perform¬ 
ed  in  the  furamer,  or  the  fourth,  if  in 
the  winter.  By  this  time  the  flips  of  flick¬ 
ing  plaifter  have  become  loofe,  by  the  dif¬ 
charge,  and  may  be  removed  without  giving 
the  leaf!:  pain,  or  affedting  the  tender  adhe- 
fion.  If  ligatures  have  been  ufed,  they  mufl: 
about  the  fame  time  be  divided  with  fciffars, 
and  the  line  of  incifion  is  to  be  drefied  dur¬ 
ing  the  inflammatory  ftage,  and  till  the  fecon- 
dary  union  takes  place,  with  fmall  flips  of 
lint  fpread  thin  with  a  cerate  of  wax  and 
oil.  During  thefe  dreflings,  which  are  to 
be  renewed  daily,  the  ligatures  of  the  ar¬ 
teries  in  the  fcrotum  fhould  be  moved  gently 
at  each  dreffing,  and  by  this  means  they  will 
come  away  in  time  for  the  fecondary  union 
to  take  place.  Over  thefe  dreflings  I  apply 
a  few  flips  of  adhefive  plaifter,  to  fupportthe 

tender 
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tender  union,  and  by  keeping  the  edges  of 
the  {kin  as  clofe  as  poffible,  the  cicatrix 
will  be  very  fmall,  and  the  cure  greatly 
accelerated.  ; 

In  performing  this  operation,  feveral  ar¬ 
teries  bleed  very  freely,  and  are  apt  to  alarm 
a  young  operator,  who  from  his  embarrafs- 
ment,  may  make  too  much  hafte  to  finifH 
the  operation.  But  the  hemorrhage  needs  not 
to  be  regarded,  for  in  all  the  operations  I  have 
performed  on  the  breaft,  I  have  never  had  oc- 
cafion  to  take  up  an  artery,  though  I  once  took 
off  a  fcrofulous  one,  that  weighed  near  ten 
pounds.  It  is,  therefore,  neceffary  to  be 
fufficiently  bold  in  this  refpeft,  coniidering 
that  from  the  nature  of  the  part,  no  danger 
can  enfue  from  differing  freely,  or  even 
from  taking,  away  a  confiderable  portion  of 
the  pedforal  mufcle,  when  the  difeafed  mafs 
adheres  to  it.  *1  he  operation  is  fo  Ample, 
that  my  patients  have  hardly  complained  of 
pain  :  they  generally  feared  they  fhould  faint, 
but  on  the  contrary,  as  foon  as  the  dreflings 
and  bandage  were  applied,  they  got  up  and 
walked  to  bed  without  ,any  affiftance. 

E 


Some 
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'  f  i  , 

Some  time  after  I  had  publiihed  a  ihort 
Snd  imperfedt  account  of  this  method  of 
operating,  Mr.  Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  publiihed 
the  iecond  volume  of  his  Syflem  of  Surgery, 
in  which,  page  455,  in  allufion  to  the  two 
cafes  I  had  publiihed,  he  fays,  66  Till  of  late 
fche  only  means  put  in  pradtice  for  fecuring 
the  ikin  in  its  fituation,  io  as  to  efledt  an  ad- 
hefion  between  it  and  the  parts  underneath, 
was  compreffion  by  the  napkin  and  fcapulary 
bandage,  excepting  in  a  few  cafes,  where 
adheiive  plaifters  were  employed.” 

Mr.  Bell,  however,  as  appears  from  his 
own  words,  page  443,  thinks  this  method  of 
operating  applicable  only  in  feirrhous  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  mamma,  where  there  is  no  ne- 
ceffity  for  taking  away  any  of  the  ikin  ;  or 
where  there  is  no  adhefion  to  the  pectoral 
mufcle.  When  the  lkin  is  ulcerated,  or  ad- 
heiions  are  formed,  he  thinks  the  ufual  me¬ 
thod  of  cutting  away  the  lkin  and  drefling 
with  lint  ihould  be  followed.  He  alfo  takes 
pains  to  deferibe  the  method  of  fecuring  the 
arteries,  and  talks  of  fuppuration,  matter, 

dreffings,  &c.  as  other  authors  have  done 

%  ■  _  * 

v>  *. 

before 
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before  him.  I  am  forry  Mr.  Bell  has  mif- 
underftood  me  fo  far,  hecaufe  the  method  of 
operating  I  have  defcribed,  may  be  adopted, 
even  when  it  is  neceffary  to  take  away  a  great 
quantity  of  Ikin,  either  from  the  bread:  or 
fcrotum,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
Cafes. 

‘CASE  1. 

r  '  *  * 

IN  April  1779,  the  foreman  of  a  hatter 
in  Southwark,  aged  thirty-eight,  applied 

to  me  on  account  of  a  complaint  he  had  iu 

*  , 

one  of  his  tefticles.  Both  in  the  country 
and  in  town  it  had  been  treated  as  venereal 
for  two  years.  He  had  been  faiivated  for  it, 
and  faid  that  the  mercury  always  increafed 
his  complaints  ;  that  in  frze,  pain,  and 
weight,  it  was  become  qonfiderably  worfe. 
When  I  faw  it,  the  fpermatic  chord  was  a 
little  enlarged,  the  body  of  the  tefticle  was 
very  large  and  unequally  hard,  the  darting 
pains  were  fo  frequent,  as  to  deprive  him  of 
his  natural  reft  ;  his  countenance  was  pale 
and  fickly :  he  faid  he  had  been  often  ad- 

E  2  vifed 
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;  vifed  to  have  it  taken  off,  but  never  would 

MK',, 

confent  till  lately,  that  his  life  became  fuch 
a  burthen  to  him,  from  intolerable  pain,  that 
-  he  did  not  care  if  he  had  his  head  cut  off*. 


As  the  difeafe  did  not  admit  of  a  doubt, 

» 

and  he  was  very  preffing  in  his  entreaties  to 
have  it  removed,  I  operated  in  this  advanced 
ftate  in  the  manner  already  defcribed. 


The  parts  healed  in  a  few  days,  and  in 
lefs  than  a  fortnight  he  worked  at  his  trade,  and 
has  had  no  complaint  of  the  kind  ever  fince. 


My  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Stonehoufe, 
of  the  Dilj>enfary,  and  the  late  Mr.  Blackall, 
Teacher  of  Anatomy,  were  prefent  at  the 
operation. 


CASE  IL 

*  •  «•  »  .  \  ■  .  ■ ! 

,y  ■ '  * 

James  Kelly,  formerly  a  failor,  about 
forty  years  of  age,  was  admitted  a  patient  at 
the  Surrey  Difpenfary  laft  Summer.  He 
h&d  for  two  years  been  affiidted  with  a 
.  d;  fchirrous 
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fcirrhous  tefticle,  for  which  he  had  taken  a 
great  many  medicines,  but  without  any 
benefit.  He  was  then  greatly  alarmed  by  an 
alteration  it  had  undergone  a  few  weeks  be¬ 
fore.  The  tumor  had  been  indolent  and 
equal,  the  fpermatic  chord  in  a  natural  itate, 
and  he  had  no  other  complaint  while  the 
difeafe  continued  in  that  'ftage ;  but  fince 
the  change  took  place,  the  tefticle  had  en- 
creafed  very  confiderably ,  efpeciaily  within 
the  two  laft  months,  and  a  fungus  fore  broke 
out  on  the  fuperior  and  anterior  part,  about 
the  fize  of  half  a  crown,  which  was  ex¬ 
tremely  painful;  fometimes  bled,  but  ge¬ 
nerally  produced  a  gleety  difeharge,  of  a 
very  offenfive  fmell.  He  had  a  pale  un 
healthv  countenance. 

•/  yf 

I  recommended  the  operation  under  a 

guarded  prognoftic ;  he  hefitated  a  while, 

'  arid  then  refufed  to  fubmit :  but  while  he 

was  fitting  in  the  hall,  a  man,  on  whom  I 

had  performed  the  operation  four  years  De- 

fore,  came  to  Mr.  Stonehoufe  on  bufinefs, 

who  defired  him  to  relate  his  cafe  to  Kelly, 

which  he  did,  and  affured  him  the  operation 
i|  ,  g  ~  would 

'  ■  ,  * 

-  *  . 

>  •  * 


C  54  > 

would  give  him  but  little  pain,  and  the  con¬ 
finement  was  not  worth  mentioning,  as  he 
*  would  be  well  in  a  few  days  ;  at  leaf!  thaf 
was  his  cafe,  and  he  never  had  a  pain  nor 
ach  fince  the  operation  ;  and  lafily,  that  he 
was  as  good  a  man  fince  as  ever  he  had  been 
before  !  Kis  account  had  irrefi (table  influ¬ 
ence  with  Kelly,  particularly  the  lajl  argu¬ 
ment^  and  he  immediately  refclved  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  operation.  Accordingly  he  came 
to  the  Difpenfary  next  morning,  where  I 
performed  tne  operation  in  the  manner  de¬ 
fer]  be  Ci,  by  two  ftraight  incifions,  including 
the  Uicei  ated  part,  and  having  brought  the 
edges  into  contact,  retained  them  by  two 
ligatures  and  fome  adhefive  plaifter,  and  then 
fupported  the  ferotum  with  a  handkerchief. 
He  w diked  nome,  had  no  fever,  and  got  well 
fo  fan,  tli at  on  tne  loth  day  he  returned 
thanks  to  the  Governor  who  recommended 
him  to  the  Difpenfary,  and  went  to  his  daily 
labour  on  the  eleventh  day. 

,  f 

*  \  *  T  #  ■  •  -*  . 

It  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  that  in  the 
above  Cafe  the  (kin  next  the  feptum  feroti 
Was  about  half  an  inch  thick,  and  adhered 

to 

/  *•  f  v7  __ 
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to  the  tefticle ;  yet  this  thicknefs  decreafed 
as  he  got  well,  and  at  laft  went  off  entirely. 

Mr.  Simpson,  my  colleague  at  the  Difpen- 
fary,  and  Surgeon  to  the  Magdalen  Hofpital, 
and  Mr.  Getty,  a  Navy  Surgeon,  were  pre- 
fent,  and  aflifted  me  at  the  operation. 

*  This  Cafe  I  thought  the  moft  proper  to 
fucceed  the  firft,  though  an  interval  of  more 
than  five  years  happened  between  them  i 
but  as  they  are  both  of  the  fame  nature, 
were  thought  unfavorable,  and  were  really 
more  fo  than  any  others  I  have  had,  as  they 
prove  the  two  different  methods  of  per¬ 
forming  the  operation,  viz.  by  the  fingle 
incifion,  and  by  two  incifions ;  and  as  they 
were  both  fuccefsful,  1  thought  the  order 
in  which  they  ftand  the  propereft  I  could 
fix  on. 


CASE  HI.  ./ 

^  m  -V'  '  -  *  S  A.  X 

Elizabeth  Turner  was  admitted  a  pa¬ 
tient  at  the  Surrey  Difpenfary,  about  fix 

E  4  years 
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years  ago,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Sims,  who 
confulted  me  refpeffing  the  propriety  of  ex¬ 
tirpating  her  breaft,  which  was  truly  fcirrhus. 
She  was  about  forty-fix  years  of  age,  of  a 
robuft  habit,  and  her  breaft  naturally  of  a 
large  fize ;  but  the  difeafe  (which  had  been 
a  year  and  half  forming,  without  any  known 
caule)  was  perfectly  moveable  and  circum- 
fcribed ;  there  were  no  glands  enlarged  in 
the  axilla,  and  the  cafe,  upon  the  whole,  ap¬ 
peared  to  us  to  be  extremely  favourable  for 
the  operation,  which  we  accordingly  took 
great  pains  to  recommend,  without  effect. 
We  heard  no  more  of  her  for  about  a  fort- 
nighi,  when  fhe  fent.for  me  to  her  apart¬ 
ments^  in  the  Maze,  where  fhe  lived.  I 
fou nd^ her  in  bed,  with  her  head  and  Ihoul- 
deis  lupported;  as  fhe  breathed  very  quick 
and  with  great  difficulty,  her  pulfe  was 
quick  and  fmall,  fhe  was  in  moft'  excru¬ 
ciating  pain,  infomuch  that  fhe  faid  fhe  was 
then  ready  to  have  her  breaft  taken  off,  and 
would  undergo  any  thing  to  get  relief.  In 
the  above  fhort  time,  the  breaft  had  increafed 
considerably,  and  adhered  in  every  part  to 
the  ribs  with  a  firmnefs  that  I  cannot  ex- 
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prefs.  The  mufcles  of  the  abdomen,  neck, 
and  arm,  of  that  fide,  were  all  enlarged, 
hardened,  and  contracted,  fo  that  her  head 
and  thigh  were  bent  towards  each  other. 
She  could  not  move  her  arm  on  that  fide : 
her  breaft  was  not  ulcerated  externally.  ]n 
this  melancholy  fituation,  opium  not  afford¬ 
ing  her  the  leaft  relief,  death  put  an  end  to 
her  torture  three  days  afterwards. 

CASE  IV. 

A  little  after  this,  I  vifited  one  of  Mr, 
Shelter’s  patients,  thirty-nine  years"  of  age, 
with  fymptoms  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  in  the 
preceding  Cafe.  When  I  faw  her,  the 
breaft  appeared  to  be  very  favourably  cir- 
cumftanced  for  extirpation,  which  however 
I  dm  not  advife,  the  tumor  being  indolent, 
and  attended  with  very  little  pain  :  befides, 
fhe  was  feven  months  gone  with  child,  and 
I  flattered  myfelf  that  the  complaint  would 
not  increafe  much  in  three  months,  and 
that  it  might  poflibly  undergo  a  favourable 
change  after  lying-in  ;  thele  were  my  rea- 

fons 
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fons  for  not  doing  more  than  giving  the 
eicuta.  But  to  my  aftonifliment,  in  three 
weeks  after  Ihe  was  as  fuddenl.y  and  violently 
attacked,  as  Elizabeth  Turner  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Cafe,  except  on  tlie  hand  and  arm, 
which  were  covered  with  large  oedematous 
fwellings  :  (he  aborted  that  night,  and  died 
two  days  afterwards. 

I  have  met  with  feveral  fimilar  cafes 
fince,  which  fully  and  clearly  prove  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  our  operating  early,  and  that  the 
lofs  of  a  few  days  may  be  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence.  It  is  the  lame  m  cancers  of  the 
tefticle  ;  by  deferring  the  operation  in  hopes 
of  receiving  a  cure,  and  loiing  only  a  few 
days,  the  difeafe  may  encreafe  fo  rapidly, 
and  the  patient  become  fo  much  affefted,  as 
to  render  the  operation  unadvifable.  By  an 
inftance  of  this  kind,  the  public  were  fome 
time  ago  deprived  of  a  celebrated  comedian. 

j  h 
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CASE  V. 

Mary  Smith,  aged  forty,  difcovered 

.a  lump  in  her  breaft,  about  five  months 

before 
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before  Ihe  applied  to  me,  which  was  ip 
the  year  1780.  It  was  perfeftly  indolent, 
even  upon  being  handled.  It  had  a  Honey 
incompreffible  kind  of  hardnefs.  I  told  her 
I  was  ot  opinion,  that  it  was  a  true  fcirrhtis, 
and  accordingly  recommended  the  operation. 
She  left  me  much  diffatisfied,  and  I  heard 
no  more  ot  her  for  a  fortnight,  during  which 
time  the  had  often  been  to  an  eminent  fur- 

■  J  •-*  i  » 

geon,  and  then  returned  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation.  1  he  difeafe  in  the  above  fhort 
time  had  increafed  very  rapidly,  and  adhered 
to  the  pe&oral  mufcle.  The  lkin  was  her 
come  fmooth  and  inflamed,  and  appeared  as 
if  it  would  fhortly  break  out  into  a  can* 
ce rous  lore.  There  were  little  lumps  round 
the  breaft,  and  a  gland  enlarged  in  the  axilla 
to  the  flze  of  a  chefnut,  which  looked  as  if 
ablbiption  had  taken  place.  I  told  her,  that 
from  the  rapid  increafe  and  unfavourable 
appearance  of  the  difeafe,  her  chance  of  a 
cure  from  the  operation  would  be  extremely 
uncertain.  Her  reply  was,  that  fhe  buffered 
fuch  acute  and  almoft  conftant  pain,  that 
ihe  would  run  any  rilk,  I  operated  in  the 
planner  already  defcribed,  removing  all 
-  the 
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the  indurated  glands.  That  in  the  axilla- 
was  deeper  feated  than  it  had  appeared  to  be 
from  the  external  feel.  I  likewife  removed 
all  that  part  of  the  fkin  which  was  dis¬ 
coloured.  Still  there  was  enough  left  to 
admit  of  a  perfeft  approximation  of  the 
edges  of  the  wound,  which  healed  by  the 
firft  intention.  On  cutting  into  the  breaft 
after  it  was  removed,  there  appeared  two 
cyfts,  one  of  which  contained  about  three 
ounces  of  ferum,  and  the  other  a  curdled 
matter  tinged  with  blood.  Ulceration  had 
taken  place  in  the  infide.  Mr.  Walfhman, 
Surgeon,  at  Newington,  faw  this  patient. 


CASE  VI. 

Soon  after  this,  Elizabeth  Benham  of  Pro- 
fpeft-row,  Walworth,  applied  to  me  to  re¬ 
move  her  right  breaft.  The  account  fhe 
gave  of  her  cafe  was,  that  as  long  as  fhe 
could  remember,  fhe  had  perceived  a  fmall 
lump  in  her  breaft,  which  had  gradually  in- 
creafed  in  lize  ;  and  that  about  ten  years  be¬ 
fore  I  faw  her,  fhe  had  taken  the  opinion  of 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Smith,  Surgeon  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  who  adviSed  the  removal  of  the  diS- 
eafed  part;  but  that  fhe  did  not  chooSe  to 
Submit  to  an  operation  at  a  time  when  fhe 
Suffered  no  inconvenience,  except  from  its 
weight,  and  at  times  a  dull  heavy  pain.  The 
Size  of  the  tumour  encreafing,  and  the  pain 
becoming  more  acute,  fhe  was  advifed  to 
See  my  learned  friend  and  colleague,  Dr. 
Sims,  whofe  opinion  agreed  with  that  of 
Mr.  Smith.  The  breaft  was  very  large,  of 
an  unequal  Surface,  very  knotty,  and  felt 
through  its  whole  fubftance  perfectly  indu¬ 
rated.  The  veins  of  the  fkin  were  varicous, 
and  the  nipple  was  fhrunk  out  of  Sight.  She 
was  forty-eight  years  old,  and  of  a  delicate 
conftitution,  but  her  general  health  was 
good.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought 
into  contact,  and  retained  by  flips  of  flick¬ 
ing  plaifter.  They  united  by  the  firft  inten¬ 
tion,  and  the  cicatrix  was  completely  form¬ 
ed  in  ten  days.  She  was  only  two  days  con¬ 
fined  to  her  room,  and  walked  out  on  the 
fourth. 


When 
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When  (he  came  to  the  difpenfary  to  re¬ 
turn  thanks  to  Dr.  Sims,  whofe  opinion 
and  reafoning  had  prevailed  on  her  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  operation  ;  on  feeing  the  breaft, 
he  exprefled  himfelf  much  pleafed  with  a 
method  of  operating,  by  which  the  cure 
was  fo  fpeedily  effected,  and  deformity 
.prevented.  For  the  nipple  having  been  pre¬ 
served,  and  the  cellular  membrane  foon  after 
the  operation  filling  with  fat,  it  had  not  an  ap¬ 
pearance  as  if  the  breaft  had  been  removed. 

**  f.  ■:  -  “  /  ..  r  *  *  r-  *  . 

.  ,  The  breaft  weighed  three  pounds  and 
ten  ounces*  On  cutting  into  it,  it  was  ex- 
iremely  hard  and  difeafed  through  its  whole 
fubftatice,  with-  feveral  fmallxyfts  contain¬ 
ing  a  yellow,-  gelatinous,  curdled  pus. 

,  ’  c."  r,vhnr/o  ;  :•*-  ;r-  .* 

C  A  s  E  VII. 

*  A  Widow  applied  to  me,  in  the  year 
1781,  concerning  her  breaft,  which  was 
enlarged,  and  uneven  in  its  furface,  at¬ 
tended  with  irregular  pains,  fhooting  into 
the  axilla  and  adjacent  parts.  Mr.  Grindall, 
trbout  half  a  year  before,  had  recommended 
the  operation,  which  (he  would  not  then 

confent 
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coiifent  to ;  I  told  her  the  removal  of  it 
the  only  thing  from  which  fhe  could  expert 
relief,  to  which  the  confented. 

. -  >  . t  .  i 

Through  one  incifion,  I  carefully  di{Te£t-> 
ed  away  the  difeafed  mafs,  which  was  fo 
large  as  to  leave  almoft  the  whole  of  the  pec¬ 
toral  mufcle  bare.  The  wound  united  by 
the  firft  intention,  and  (he  was  perfectly  well 
in  twelve  days,  and  continues  fo  ever  fince, 
Mr.  Hadley  (now  fettled  in  Derby)  was 
prefent  at  the  operation,  and  faw  her  daily 
for  the  time  mentioned.  "  o 


CASE  VIII.  ; 

Soon  after  the  former  cafe,  Elizabeth  Au¬ 
ger,  of  Wandlworth  road,  about  forty  years 
of  age,  was  admitted  a  patient  at  the  Surrey 
Difpenfary,  under  my  care.  The  whole  of 
her  right  breafr  was  greatly  enlarged,  though 
the  complaint  had  attacked  her  fudden- 
ly  only  three  weeks  before,  without  any  ex¬ 
ternal  injury.  Her  countenance  was  pale 
and  fickly,  Ihe  was  fubjeft  to  indigeftion, 
and  frequent  naufea ;  the  difeafe  was  clearly 

a  true 
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a  true  fcirrhous,  hard  to  the  touch,  with 
frequent  darting,  pricking  pains;  difeafed 
glands  all  round  the  bread,  with  a  firing  of 
them  extending  into  the  axilla.  The  dif- 
eafe  had  increafed  fo  rapidly,  that  fhe  was 
juflly  apprehenfive  of  the  confequence,  and 
confented  to  have  the  operation  performed. 
During  this  operation,  while  I  was  difle£t- 
ing  away  the  glands  leading  to,  and  thofe  in 
the  axilla,  I  was  very  much  alarmed  to 
find,  (after  the  bread  and  a  large  gland  in 
the  axilla ,  had  been  removed)  that  all  the 
cellular  membrane  was  difeafed,  and  full  of 
hard  knots  in  every  dire&ion.  Befides  thofe 
that  were  didefted  away  with  the  bread,  I 
removed  an  incredible  number  of  them,  from 
the  fize  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  filbert.  The 
edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  into  con-  , 
ta£t,  and  healed  in  the  ufual  time.  Sho  en¬ 
joyed  perfect  health  for  two  months,  and 
thought  herfelf  very  fortunate;  but  her  eale, 
comfort,  and  happinefs  were  then  fuddenly 
interrupted,  by  a  return  of  the  difeafe.  In 
this  lamentable  fituation,  fhe  came  again  to 
me,  with  her  bread  nearly  as  large  as  be¬ 
fore,  and  the  fymptoms  nearly  the  fame  as  I 

have 
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have  already  defcribed,  all  which  increafed 
for  another  month  ;  during  which  time,  the 
larged  dofes  of  cicuta  did  her  no  fervice  ;  I 
then  told  her,  I  had  not  the  leaft  hopes  of 
her  obtaining  a  cure,  by  any  internal  medi¬ 
cine,  or  external  application  ;  and  as  I  fear¬ 
ed  it  would  not  be  in  my  power  to  remove 
the  whole  difeafed  mafs,  fhe  had  but  little 
reafon  to  expedt  any  benefit  from  having  fhe 
operation  repeated.  She  replied,  that  fhe 
had  feen  two  of  my  patients,  who  were  then 
in  good  health,  whofe  breads  I  had  taken 
off ;  and  as  fhe  differed  fuch  condant  and 
fevere  pain,  fhe  was  refolved  to  undergo  the 
operation  a  fecond  time.  I  yielded  to  her 
intreaties,  and  Mr.  Babington  of  Guy’s  ho- 
fpital,  did  me  the  favour  to  aflid  at  the  ope¬ 
ration. 

The  fkin  of  the  bread:  was  no  way  dif- 
coloured ;  but  as  the  cicatrix  from  the  former 
operation,  adhered  to  the  difeafed  mafs,  we 
made  a  double  incifion  including  it,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  when  the  fkin  is  ulcerated. 
We  difledted  away  every  part  that  feemed  in 

F  any 
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any  degree  difeafed  ;  and  carefully  removed 
all  the  affected  glands  in  the  axilla. 

Her  bread:  was  perfectly  healed  in  lefs 
than  a  fortnight,  and  fhe  appeared  to  enjoy 
good  health  for  three  months  after,  at  the 
expiration  of  which,  the  difeafe  again  ap¬ 
peared,  and  in  a  fhort  time,  fhot  out  in  dif¬ 
ferent  directions  to  a  great  frze,  large  lumps 
or  pieces  frequently  mortifying  and  Hough¬ 
ing  away  with  the  poultices  that  were  then 
applied.  In  this  miferable  fituation  fhe  lin¬ 
gered  five  months  ;  in  which  time  opium 
was  tried,  but  foon  loft  its  power,  procuring 
neither  fleep,  nor  alleviation  of  pain  :  thus 
worn  out  with  want  of  reft,  inceflant  pain, 

and  heCtic  fever,  fhe  died. 

■■  >  ■' 


CASE  IX. 


Jane  Brown  was  admitted  a  patient  at  the 
Surrey  Difpenfary  in  the  Spring  of  the  year 
1782;  fhe  got  a  blow  on  her  bread:  about 

ten  years  before,  which  continued  to  be  pain- 
j  ful 
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ful  for  forrie  days  after  the  accident.  *The 
pain  was  fucceeded  by  a  hard  tumor,  which 
had  been  gradually  encreafing  for  the  time 
above-mentioned,  (notwithdanding  the  free 
ufe  of  hemlock,)  and  at  the  time  I  faw  her, 
extended  from  the  clavicle  to  the  abdomen, 
and  from  the  dernum  to  the  axilla  ;  the  fkin 
was  puckered,  the  nipple  was  retracted,  and 
the  veins  were  varicous.  She  had  taken  a 
great  many  medicines,  under  the  care  and 
direction  of  fome  of  the  faculty,  and  likewife 
had  recourfe  to  quacks,  and  had  taken  va* 
rious  fjpecific  noftrums,  but  all  to  no  pur* 
pofe.  Being  tired  of  thefe  matters,  and 
meeting  with  Elizabeth  Benham,  (cafe  vi.) 
who  had  then  been  long  recovered  from  the 
operation,  and  gave  her  an  account  of  it  5 
fhe  refolved  to  have  her  bread  taken  off*  I 
performed  the  operation  in  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  McDowell,  of  Shad  Thames,  Southwark, 
removing  all  that  was  difeafed,  and  bringing 
the  edges  of  the  wound  into  oonta£f.  They 
were  foon  healed,  and  fhe  remains  perfectly 
well  ever  fince.  The  fize  of  this  patient’s 
bread  was  fo  enormous,  that  when  the  edges 

r 

of  the  wound  were  laid  in  contact,  there 
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were  feveral  long  and  deep  wrinkles,  or  fur¬ 
rows  in  the  Ikin  of  the  breaft  ;  but  it  fooil 
contracted,  and  the  unhandfome  look  from 
a  number  of  loofe  flabby  folds,  foon  went  off, 
and  fhe  has  now  the  appearance  of  a  uni¬ 
form  round  plump  breaft,  fo  that  when  fhe  has 
her  flays  on,  a  ftranger  cannot  diftinguifh 
.which  breaft  has  been  amputated. 

*  -  .  .  *  ,  i  *  •  • '  ■  # 

CASE  X. 

In  the  year  1782,  a  widow,  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  afked  my  opinion  concerning  a 
hard  tumor  in  her  breaft,  fuppofed  to  be  an 
occult  cancer,  which  it  appeared  to  be  on 
examination,  and  at  that  time  favorably  cir- 
cumftanced  for  the  operation  ;  I  therefore 
gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  nothing  elfe  would 
be  of  the  leaft  fervice,  and  advifed  her  to 
fubmit  to  it  as  foon  as  poflible.  To  this  how¬ 
ever  flie  would  not  then  confent,  becaufe  her 
fiurgeon,  (a  gentleman  in  very  extenfive 
practice,  both  in  furgery  and  midwifery,) 
had  aflured  her,  that  her  complaint  might, 
in  all  human  probability,  remain  dormant 

;  :  and 
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and  inoffenfive  for  many  years  ;  and  that  if 
fhe  even  did  fubmit  to  the  operation,  the 
difeafe  would  return  with  more  violence 
than  before  ;  that  he  had  feen  many  inftances 
of  this  kind,  and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  learned  Dr.  Monro,  that  the  operation 
would  not  effect  a  cure.  I  told  her,  that 
notwithftanding  it  was  then  quiet,  and  part¬ 
ly  free  from  pain,  yet  no  perfon  could  pre¬ 
tend  to  fay  how  long  it  would  continue  fo  ; 
I  muft  therefore  advife  her,  by  all  means,  to 
have  it  removed  in  its  prefent  favorable  ftate ; 
and  not  wait  till  fuch  alteration  takes  place, 
as  would  induce  her  to  fubmit  to  the  opera¬ 
tion,  when  it  would  be  more  painful,  and 
the  profpeft  of  its  proving  fuccefsful,  not  fo 
great  as  at  prefent ;  that  I  could  not  help 
differing  from  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Monro, 
becaufe  my  own  experience,  as  well  as  that 
of  others  who  had  much  praftice  of  this  kind, 
made  it  appear,  that  the  operation  performed 
on  proper  fubje&s,  generally  proved  fucceff- 
ful,  and  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of 
thofe  who  fubmitted  to  it  in  time,  enjoyed 
general  good  health  for  many  years,  or  as 

F  3  long 
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long  as  they  lived,  without  the  leaf):  appear- 
ance  of  a  return  of  the  complaint. 

But  as  thefe  arguments  did  not  then  con¬ 
vince,  or  prevail  on  her  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation,  I  heard  no  more  of  her  for  four 
weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  fhe  fent  for 
me.  The  bread:  was  a  good  deal  increafed 
in  fize,  her  countenance  was  become  fallow 
and  wan,  (he  had  no  appetite,  and  complain¬ 
ed  of  intolerable  pain  ;  fhe  informed  me  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  firfl  feen  her,  de- 
fired  her  to  confult  a  another  furgeon,  who 
Bad  given  her  mercury,  and  falivated  her 
fince  I  had  laft  feen  her.  This  treatment 
had  produced  in  this  cafe,  (as  well  as  in 
every  other  I  had  feen  fo  treated,)  a  ma- 
nifeft  increafe  of  the  difeafe,  and  all  its 
fymptoms  :  fhe  fubmitted  to  the  operation, 
at  which  Mr.  Charles  Montague,  and  Mr. 
James  Stuart,  (then  my  apprentice)  were 
prefent.  She  was  perfectly  well  in  a  fort-  , 
night.  '  •  v  ‘y-  ■:/.  ;;f  .|h 
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CASE  XI. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ellis,  of  Camberwell, 
fent  for  me  in  the  Spring  1 783,  to  examine 
her  right  breaft.  She  faid  all  the  medical  gen¬ 
tlemen  that  had  feen  it,  agreed  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  its  being  a  confirmed  cancer.  The 
operation  had  been  recommended,  but  (he 
never  could  make  up  her  mind  to  fubmit 
to  fo  horrid  and  painful  an  operation,  which 
in  the  end  might  not  prove  fuccefsful ;  and 
to  ufe  her  own  words,  this  opinion  was  ri- 
vetted  more  firmly  in  her  mind,  from  the 
fufferings  of  a  neighbour  of  her’s,  who  had 
undergone  the  operation,  under  the  care  of 
one  of  the  firft  furgeons  in  town,  and  gave 
her  a  dreadful  account  of  the  pain  of  the 
operation,  as  well  as  the  confinement  and 
dreffings  for  feveral  months.  Thefe  confi- 
derations  had  determined  her  to  fufifer  the 
difeafe  to  carry  her  to  the  grave,  until  fhe 
heard  of  Mrs.  Smith’s  cafe,  before  mentioned, 
on  this  account,  (and  for  other  reafons  with 

which  I  fhall  not  trouble  the  reader)  Ihe  had 
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retraced  her, former  opinion,  and  fent  for  me 
to  perform  the  operation  as  foon  as  I  thought 
proper  ;  Ihe  thought  exceffive  grief  was  the 
Cfiufe  of  her  complaint,  for  foon  after  the 
deatn  of  her  hufband  fhe  perceived  a  fmall 
lump  in  her  breaft,  which  gradually  encreaf- 
cd  till  the  time  I  law  her,  it  was  then  large 
and  firmly  attached  to  the  pedloral  mufcle 
and  ribs,  and  had  a  large  cancerous  fore 
round  the  nipple,  attended  with  lancinating 
pains  piercing  through  the  tumor,  which 
was  hard,  craggy,  and  uneven.  She  was  cor¬ 
pulent  and  near  fixty  years  of  age,  1  told  her 
that  whatever  might  have  been  the  caufe  of 
her  Complaint,  it  was  mv  opinion  that  it 
was  a  true  cancer,  and  that  I  feared  fhe  had 
too  long  deferred  having  the  operation  per¬ 
formed,  and  that  fhe  might  not  reap  any 
advantage  from  it  now,  and  therefore  could 
not  recommend  it.  Her  anfwer  was,  that 
ihe  was  determined  to  have  it  off,  as  (he 
could  not  be  worfe  after  the  operation  than 
Ihe  was  then.  From  her  prefling  and  anxb- 
pus  felicitations  I  fuffered  her  to  fend  for 
the  family  Surgeon,  Mr.  Green  of  Peckham, 
who  accordingly  met  Mr.  Haynes  and  me 

next 
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next  morning.  I  performed  the  operation, 
including  the  cancerous  fore  in  a  double  in- 
cifion,  and  was  obliged  to  cut  away  a  con- 
fiderable  portion  of  the  pe&oral  mufcle  and 
leave  two  of  the  ribs  bare.  The  -edges  of 
the  wound  were  brought  into  contact,  they 
united,  and  the  cicatrix  was  formed  in  the 
ufual  time,  and  Ihe  has  continued  in  good 
health  ever  fince. 

It  might  be  expected,  that  I  fhould 
recommend  fome  method  of  treating 
cancerous  complaints,  when  the  operas 
tion  cannot  be  attempted.  But  fo  much 
has  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft  by  various  au¬ 
thors,  that  I  fhall  only  mention  in  the  moft 
concife  manner,  what  I  have  obferved  in 
pra&ice.  I  have  found  Hemlock  for  a 
time  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
and  render  the  difcharge  better  conditioned, 
and  not  fo  extremely  offenlive  ;  when  not 
only  internally  exhibited,  but  applied  by  fo¬ 
mentation  and  mixed  with  poultices.  The 
effe&s  however  which  it  produces  at  firft 
foon  ceafe,  and  the  difeafe  gradually  re- 
affumes  its  former  flrength. 
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The  liberal  ufe  of  opium  generally  fol¬ 
lows  cicuta,  and  for  a  time  feems  to  poffefs 
what  the  other  had  loft.  But  this  in  turn 
foon  fails,  and  the  increafing  power  of  the 
difeafe  fets  every  thing  at  defiance,  where 
extirpation  by  the  operation  is  impracticable* 

In  ftich  cafes  all  that  can  be  done  is  to 
mitigate  the  patients  fufferings  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  our  power,  to  this  end  I  have  never 
feen  any  thing  more  conducive,  than  the  ufe 
of  cicuta  and  opium  alternately.  In  the 
mean  time  the  patient  flhould  live  abftemi- 
oufly,  avoiding  animal  food,  wines,  fpirits, 
and  fermented  liquors,  as  heating,  ftimu- 
lating,  and  tending  to  increafe  the  pain.  A 
milk  or  vegetable  diet  therefore  in  fuch  cafes 
is  the  propereft.  In  refpeCt  to  external  ap¬ 
plications  to  ulcerated  cancers,  I  have  found 
a  poultice  of  linfeed  meal  preferable  to  any 
other,  (not  excepting  cicuta  or  carrots) 
its  mucilaginous  and  adhefive  quality,  ren* 
dering  it  more  eafily  removed,  and  keeping 
the  fore  cleaner. 
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REMARKS. 

;  .'If*  \  ■  ■  \  * 

The  foregoing  cafes  are  felefted,  being, 
the  worft  in  which  I  have  operated,  and 
fhewing  at  what  an  advanced  ftate  of  the 
difeafe,  the  operation  may  be  attended  with 
fuccefs.  Many  others  might  be  added  of  a 
milder  nature,  which  of  courfe  were  all  fuc- 
cefsful.  But  thofe  I  have  given  fufficiently 
prove  the  advantages  of  the  methods  of  oper¬ 
ating,  I  have  defcribed,  and  juftify  the  man--' 
ner  in  which  I  have  fpoken  of  them,  in  the 
former  part  of  this  treatife.  I  have  given  two 
Cafes  which  quickly  proved  fatal,  tho  no 
operation  was  performed.  Thefe  cafes  ftiew 
the  propriety  of  having  recourfe  to  the  opera¬ 
tion  in  time.  I  have  likewife  given  the  only 
unfuccefsful  cafe  in  which  I  performed  the 
operation,  viz.  that  ofEliz.  Auger,  and  even 
from  that  cafe,  the  pradicability  and  advan¬ 
tage  of  uniting  the  parts  by  the  firft  intention 
appears  which,  fucceeded  in  the  fecond  opera¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  in  the  firft,  tho  a  confiderable 
portion  of  the  integuments  was  removed  by  the 
double  incifion  ?  I  venture  to  fay,  that  this 
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is  the  only  unfuccefsful  cafe,  as  the  other 
patients  are  all  at  this  time  living,  and,  with¬ 
out  exception,  free  from  any  appearance  of 
a  relapfe. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  help  regard¬ 
ing  this  immediate  union  of  the  parts  by 
the  fir  ft  intention,  and  the  Ipeedy  cicatriza-  * 
tion  of  the  wound  in  ten  or  twelve  days, 
as  the  two  great  effects  refulting  from 
thefe  operations,  and  the  advantages  arifing 
therefrom  as  invaluable'.  Whether  among 
other  good  effeds  they  have  a  tendency  to 
prevent  a  return  of  the  difeafe,  time  and  ex¬ 
perience  muft  determine.  This  we  know  for 
certain,  that  in  the  ufual  method  of  ampu-  ' 
tating  the  breaft,  a  wound  of  a  large  fur- 
face  is  made,  which  by  the  application  of 
lint,  and  the  Ikin  being  allowed  to  retrad, 
becomes  confiderably  larger  by  the  time  it 

is  fiift  drefted,  than  it  was  immediately  after 
the  operation. 

.  Beside  the  greater  iufFerings  of  the  pati¬ 
ent,  much  time  is  loft  in  the  healing  up  of 
t{iis  wound,  generally  three  months  or  more, 
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in  many  cafes  it  never  can  be  healed  in- 
tirely  ;  but  when  it  comes  to  the  breadth 
of  a  fhilling,  fpreads  out  afrefh,  and  the 
difeafe  returns,  or  perhaps  is  thereby  re¬ 
produced. 

I  have  now  only  to  add,  that  I  humbly 
offer  the  operations  I  have  defcribed  to  the 
public,  under  no  patronage  whatever,  but  truft 
to  the  advantages  which  by  experience  may  be 
found  to  refult  from  them.  Should  they  be 
thought  any  way  conducive  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  chirurgical  art,  and  by  being 
brought  into  general  ufe,  prove  beneficial  to 
my  fellow  creatures,  in  diminifhing  pain, 
greatly  fhortening  confinement,  accelerating 
the  healing  of  the  part,  and  thereby  adding 
confiderably  to  the  hopes  of  a  cure ;  I  fhall 
think  myfelf  amply  recompenfed  for  the 
trouble  taken  in  drawing  up  this  little  treatife, 
and  (hall  ever  refleft  on  the  time  employed 
in  this  humble  attempt,  as  the  beft  fpent 
time  of  my  whole  life. 


FINIS. 


